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MEET PAUL LEVY, THE 

MOST POWERFUL GU/YOU 
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Mode and imported from Sweden, GeneraP Snus is 100% 
authentic Swedish snus, with the quality, flavor and full-on tobacco 
satisfaction that make it the #1 selling snus in the world. See why 
not all snus is created equal. Go to GeneralSnus.com for special 
offers and more. 

©2011 Swedish Match North Europe AB 
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•— •^THE ORIGINAL SWEDISH SNUS' 


WARNING: This product can cause 
gum disease and tooth loss. 
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Meet other single professionals in a FUN 
and RELAiXING atmosphere. 

' Enjoy the journey to making new friends. 


Join us for Concerts * Horseback Riding 
Volleyball • Wine Tasting • Jet Skiing 
Moonlight Cruises • Exotic Trips 
& much, much more. 


Events and Adventures makes meeting 
other singles ENJOYABLE and EXCITING... 
...SO WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? 
Kick Your Social Life into HIGH GEAR! 


efc Events '^Adventuress 


The B^New Way to Meet Singles! 

888 - 600-5999 

www.LotsOfEvents.com 
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^Hussian Suite 

RATAAANSKY & BALANCHINE 

Featuring the North American 
premiere of jeu de Cartes 
by Aiexei Ratmansky 


OCTOBER 20 -23 
ACADEMY OF MUSIC 

for tickets — 

215.893.1999 | paballet.org 

THE BODY TELLS THE STORY 

PENNSYLVANIA BALLET 

IKnkAnEll.AiniS1K UlUCTOR ton 20l2SIA5aN 
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iamdynamite ASflLHQI STONE 
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« [Ql EaglesbealwntersLesBowenottheOaf7y 

f ^ ‘ JV^HsandJeffMcLaneofme/nQuiVerfeud 

S onTwItfer.thenthrowpunc^inperson.t 

I enbwitriBowenk^yingoftUcLane^^tand 

I andsuggestlnglheyrulePhiladelphia’s 

“ printmedacovefageofttiel-and-Stoot- 

ball team together as father and son. 

f *11 TheFranklinlnsSluleannouncesplansfor 
‘ aSlOmlllionexpansionafterreceMngIts 
largest donation ever, iriljjst Ik storage 
lockeis full of copses In undignified poses. 
Gawking is tree with admission. Poking 
them with a sSck costs extra. 

[-2] AGIensidemanischagedwltnextortlon 

^ ‘ afterthreateninglopostsextapesofnis 
girlfriend on the WeO if she doesn't pay 
him ISDOG’lalrmst went alongwitn It," 
she says. "But theni thoughtiWho pays 
for porn anyrrtore?’' 

7-^21 ABerksCountydog's burned pawsare 
healingafterheSinjecledwIthstem cells, 
though some experts say the dog healed 
on his own Others say Jesus did it, but 
even the dog knows that's bullshit 

[•31 Anecrcpsyreveatsthatawhafethatwashed 
up in Briganbne had been shot In the jaw. 
N J. Gov. Chris Christie wept openly at the 
S deathothtsspiritammal. 

j [ 0 ] Ex-mayoralcandkfateAlTaubenberger 

1 hiresapollingcompanythatasksnegallve 

^ quesdonsabout all Republicans running 

■ for City CouKlI. Including himself. "Aw 

T geez." sghsTaubenberger. "I can't do 

nothin' right' Then he goes to look at his 

2 wafohandorangejuiceailoverhimselt. 

- ['61 ffolice arrest a Delaware woman and a 
' Phlladelptiiamanafterleamingsheplan- 

nedtosell her newtxxn to himfor $1 5,000. 
Dude, (fon'tyou know cops are just wait- 
ing at the border trying to catch baby-tax 
dodgers? 

Anew 8.500-sgut^e-toot, S5.9 million 
Welcome Center opens on Pennsylvania’s 
border with Delaware. According tocur- 
rent conversion rates, that's 19.666.67 
babiesiAnd. about 1 7.000 babies can fit 
insidet (Assuming two per square foot, 
plus wgglerooRi.) 

^ Thisweek'stotal :-8 I Lastweek'stotal: -7 



the 


nakedcv 




[ murmurbigs] 

TRUTH RETOLD? 

Chasing down rumor, reality and political 
power in Southwest Philly. By Daniel Denvir 

I t started with mysterious newiilettere signed on^ “N.T.’ aniving 
at the front doors of Die small and tidy rowhoueea lining the nar- 
row streets ofWest Shore, a neighborhood in Southwest Philly. 
“Article 100B''iBdatedJuly29,201]. 11 o’dock.This edition of the 
newsletter purports to offer a “solution to the new tax increase that's 
goingtohit the seniors in the community in a bad way." 

The author, however, mainly deals with local real estate. 
“Ayounghiord of mine was telling me that he was going to br^ a 
building from Billy Y" it reads. “I replied, back to him, he is not going 
tn seHyou the btiildtDgbecarise the buildingis purchased with the 
seoetfrmds.lhey buy the brriklingjusttn letitsrt and &11. If he sells 
it to you they will kill hirrL No bed !” 

“Article 100 C" is dated Sept.6,2011,2p.m,Itsruminatiotts 
are more wide-ranging. One assertion is that the neighbor- 
hood association is involved in shady business “connected to the 
Coundlwoman.Thefeds have now took over the investigation" 
of some missing funds, alleging that “they charged the taxpayer 
S360.00 to have a baby shower in the playground.'The community 
will have tomeetsomewheresecureto discuss the matter. The 
playground might be “Bugged and the Phone is probably Tapped." 

> “I THINK THEY’RE pretty good," said a butther who goes 


Mommas, sitting on her friend’s front porch. “Lets you know what’s 
goirrg on.’Momrrrasdoesn’t know who writes the newsletters, but 
said she saw two young children deliwr them . 

"Someofdiestuili 1 don 'tunderstand what he’s talking about," 
said neighbor Gloria Rahim, suggesting! visit a nearby block cap- 
tain. When I walked up to her porch brandishing the newsletter, the 
block captain, Ludllo Fletcher, immediately identifred its author 
That’s my brother." 

Lucille Feltcher, 76. is a fixture here and beyond. A 1983 Sporte 
Illustrated pro&le described her life as a Ucensedbeoungjudge and 
the mother of two local boxing champions. She answers the phone 
with a nrearage that varies 
only 1^ time ofday:“IVaise the 
Lord, good morrrmg" 
Chreperson she does not 
sing the praises of is longtime 
City CouDcilwD man Jannre 
Blackwell, erqrlairrlDg the forvor 
ters:“We're getting sold out." 
Bladcwell’s late husband, former Corrgressman and City Courrcilman 
LucienBlackwell,“wou]d have never drste anything like that," 

Done anything like what? Neighbors are struggling to compre- 
hend and control violence and povertyon theme hand, and rising 
property values in an expanding “UniverBity City" mtlie other. In 
such a context, the newsletters, like the soda! bonds that makeup 
any neighborhood, take time to unravel and read clearly. 

H “THERE ARE TWO sepamte issues,” explained Kevin Brown, a 
neighbor.And he doesn’t really care about the second one. What 


The newslet- 
ter “lets you 
know what’s 
going on.’* 
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+ Trxjth Be Told? 
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he wants to talk about is Narie Grayson, who directs the 48th and 
Woodland Recreation Center and who Brown ailegas stole money. 

Bank records show that checks were cashed, including some made 
outforcadl.si^iedbyamannamed John Ross, dated up until 
March 18 — the day before Ross died. Ros^ obituary says the former 
City Commissianer emfdqyee and Democratic cozmmtteeperson had 
a ‘very spedal Telationship''withBlaidcwell. 

A checkbook full ofblank checks with Ross’ signature were found 
in the playground office. The City Inspecrtor General conducted ahill 
report, said Parka and Reoeaticm Commissioner Susan Slawson, 
and while it found "financial discrepancffls, "it didn't uncover theft. 

“The woman is a minister,” said Blackwell about Grayson. “IVe 
known her for years." 

"Eveiyone in this neighborhood who has a dty job knows Jannie 
Blackwell,” said Brown, who accuses Blackwell ofworkingfbrlhe 
University of ^nnsylvania’s interests and against locals. “This is 
what goeson.This is ghetto politics.' 

>"DONTFORGETABOUTua,Jannie,'aprote8teryelledaBCity 
Counidl met last week to discuss a proposed overhaul of the zoning 
code, aprocess uaually described as a good-government eSbrt to 
streamline woehrlly crut-of-date nrles that stymie development. At 
least in one case, bcrwever, activists say the zoning code update has 
been hijacked by special interests — andby BlackweD. 

Fletcdier aiulher nei^bcrrs are concerned about what is. depend- 
ing on your perspective. either a re-entry facility or private priscm 
slatedfoT 5213 Grays Ave.: 400 beds ferpiisonem, 100 beds for ex- 
oftenders. and a day r epe n ting center fcr parolees. Community activ- 
ists are trying to convince a judge to overturn the facility’s zoning 

individuals repeatoffenders? Ninety to95 percent 
of tne time? I easily lose count of hew many tmes 
i hear 'repeat offender ...out on bail.” 

JiDInPhlliy eiaPoratedi'What you fall to under- 
stand Is that the incidents you mentioned about 
gun violence In the city were committed by people 
who aren't allowed Ri have guns In Ihe first place. 
Children and telonsare two eiemples of peog^e not 
allowedtopossessagun. They are already bieaHng 
lhalaw[rftheyhaveagun]andnonewlawwoiJd 
have any effect on them . Any more gun control 
orr/yhurtsme.thelaw-abidingcilzai.Thechminal 
does notcareabout gun la\AS, or most laws forthat 
matter. So why would we addmore restneinnsand 
laws that have no effect on these animals? It's a 
rhetorical question, ofcoume. Gun crime is not a 
gun problem, its apeople preblenv' 
AndNPhillynotEdi'irsaPennsylvania License to 
Carry Rreaim, NOTaPhilaOelphiaGCF.vyhyshouU 
Phllly have the'right' Ki pass Its own restrictive 
gun laws?” 


+ webaTieartf (ncDurspeyourMfiacA Msill^- 

lsrstoFMIiick.at^fV". IPSOmtUSl.lnlUoor. 

lStC6.£-mailidit)ntl9ctnaptr.ntlcrcom- 
mentonfneal at/paeacnat SMmsata s may As M'tM 
fordarltyandapaca. 



variance, and thue keep it ftom opening. But the developera have a 
PlanB: Blackwell has proposed guidebneslo add “re-entry facility' 
as a new use categoiy in the zoning code, therelty making one easier 
to open. The developers say that language is part of the problem: 
Neighbors misinterpret the project since documents must Hst 
the site as a “private prison. "The other problem, according to 
Blackwell is political. 

They were misled intentionally by Istate Sm.] Anthmy Wifliams,” 
said Blackwell regarding the purpose ofthe carter. “It's a re-entry 
pmgrarrL The people are ftightened, and I feel sorry for them." 

Blackwell and Williams, who have along-running distaste 
for one anrrther, form the two centers of gravity around whidr 

the constellations of West and 
Southwest Philadelphia politics 
orhit. Both are scions oflegend- 
aiy politicians: Jannie’s late 
husband Luciei, andAntirony’s 
father Hardy, a pioneering state 
senator. There's a lot of history 
between themiU.S. Rep. ChakaPattah ousted Luden Blackwell 
in 1994 with HardyWiltiams' support, and Hardy Williams broke 
with other black polrtidansta support Ed Rendell’s successful 1991 
campaign fbrmayor, where RendelJ beat Lucien Blaikwell and 
an other black candidate. 

The current strug^e over the re-entry facility is “about power and 
who has power in the area."Blackwellsaid.“[Williams] says he's not 
goima 6ght, but he ft^ts me any way be can." 

So what gives Vision-Nary Community Re-Entry Centers 
(VCRC), thecompany that plans to open the facility, power? A 
call to the company's listed number was answered at Dr. David 


A struggle 
abouf^who 
has power 
in the area." 



toget cnopstlcks in Bangkok? Eat at aCninese 
restaurant! Asking for cfwpsticks in a Thai res- 
ant guaiantees you will rtofbe getting a true 

too liotfor ferangs” 

FIRED UP 

A'Man Oveiboardrcolumnaboutite accessibility 
and prevalence ol tiigb-powered guns onPtiily 
ets (“Gun Occupied." Isaiah Thompstri.Sepl 
22] Inspired many peopletocomment— and dls- 
agree.WroteceibentsAISr'Whylsitthalanli-gun 
nuts never seem to whine aboutthe people per- 
petrating tliecrlmes? Howmany limes arethese 
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; $1 M^LION 

I C-) CHALLENGE 


N(W THROUGH JANUARY 1 
EVERY WEEK. ALL SEASON. 


- THE SEASON IS UNDERWAY, AND 
i YOU STILL HAVE A CHANCE 

I TO WIN *V>00,000! 

PIcK the wirwiing teams each Meek 
to wirti Top i players each week 
will WIN CASH AND FREE SLOT 
PLAVAU SBASONI 
Save your tickets each week for 
the second chance drawvin9 on 
JANUARY • lor your Share Of 
• 10,0001 

The player with the Oest 
season-long ranking will win a 
trip to IndlartapoMs for the BIG 
GAME! Plus, make enough 
correct picks and you'll win the 
■1 MILLION PRIZE! 

It's FREE to play, and based or 
actual game outcomes! 

PARTY ip 

WITH OVER «0 ICO TVS. VOU WONT 
MISS A MINUTE OP THE SAME' 

S SUNDAYS M OCTOBER 
^ 1PM-10PMINTMIRtP1NERY 
£ • ‘S ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT WINGS 

* ■•2 CHIPS! PIP 

t • ^2 MILLER UTE' BOTTLES 
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CASINO 


DELAWARE AVE I Ml NORTH OF 
BEN FRANKLIN BRIDGE 
FREE VALET AND SELF-PARKING 
EVERY TIME YOU VISIT 
sugarhousecasino.com I 877.477.371S 



• Breakfast and Lunch • 
Catering 


• Servicing Philadelphia • 
for 2S years 

WE ARE 

PHILADELPHIA’S 

PREMIERE 

CORPORATE 

CATERERS 

• Come and Enjoy our • 
Gourmet Sandwiches !!! 

* Open to the Public • 
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GAMBLING PROBLEM? 
CALL1.800.GAMBLER. 


1735 Market Street 
Philadelphia, PA. 19103 
215-557-8498 



+Truth BeTokj? 


“Ain’t nobody trying 
to disrespect her. 

I voted for her. ’’ 


Watt's Vineland. NJ.. medical office. The company 
includes tinner Delaware Prison Commissioner 
Stun 'liiylor and former wardens. Records show 
that a lawyer named Darwin Beauvais, who up 
until Marchsat on the Zraiing Code Commission 
that is rewriting the zmiing code, represents VC RC. 
Blackwell appointed Beauvais, herfbrmer lawyer. 

Political connections, however, aie how things get 
done, and there is a dear need to help former pris- 
oners leint^rate: EiS-oB’enders with stable employ- 
ment are less likefy to commit another crime, “It’s 
about creating something postitve," Blackwell said. 

But neighbors don't want it “If these prisons are 
so great why isn't there one in the Bala Cynwyd 
area?’ asked resident Lilliana Davis. 

>■ LASTTHURSOAY. FLETCHER invited me to a 
meeting of block captains. They discussed the 
assault of a neighbor, a blanket drive, a campaign 
to get young people to pull up their pan ts, and 
Blackwell's sui^iort for the re-entry centen^rison. 

“This neighborhood has become a dumping 
gmuncL" said Gregory Benjamin, the group’s ptesi- 


dait.“AiD'tnoboc^ trying to dis- 
respect her Because I voted for 
her. We can disagree," 

I came to track down Fletcher’s 
brother, newsletter author 
NathanielTumer. a bespec- 
tacled man who talks in the 
same cad oice in which he writes. 
Wheneverltimer spoke, people 
got angry — onoe when he called 
forcivildisobedience. once when 
he suggested that white com- 
munities had snniiar problems, 
and once when be dropped the f- 
bomb.All at the same meeting. 

“Nate.^u say some things that 
you shouldn’t,” said Benjamin. 

During the izreetmg, Fletcher 
tnld the crowd that she had 
heard that I^nn was planning 
tn take over the Krrrgaessing Rec 
Center, while the University of 
die Sciences had its sights on the 
48th Street playground. Though 
it sounded implausible, the r oom 
nodded in assent Ifs hard to 
separate fact from fiction when 
you can’t control what’s happen- 
ing on your block. 

IdanieLdenvii^itypaper.netj 










Center City | Filler Square | Manayunk | Queen Village | OM City | South Philly 
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DREAMlHEAlfl^. 
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PERIPHERY 


“Everything You Always 
Wanted For Sex* 


*BUT WERE TOO AFRAID 
TO OWN” 


VENUSli VIDEO 


^NOVELTIES * DVDs $5.99, 4 for $20 AND UP 

' UN6ERIE ' CALIFORNIA STYLE MOVIE BOOTHS ' ON SITE PARKING LOT 

couples •welcome 

PRIVATE VIP ROOMS WITH LIVE DANCERS AVAILABLE 
MONDAY-THURSDAY Ham to Mldnrglit. FRIDAY and SATURDAY Ham to 1am 

open 24 hours 

S301 PASSYUNK AVENUE, PHIUDELPHIA PA 
VISA/MASTERCARD. 215-937-1545. ATM 
STIFF NIGHTS 2pack {14.99! 


check out our other Pwo locations! 

FANTASY ADULT CENTER 
Mon-Sat 9am to MidnIeht. Sunday Noon To MidnIsM 
(215)781-9943 
t29 Naw Roia'i Road.- Rrtltol, PA 

FANTASY BOUTIQUE 
Mon-Tliun lOam-Hpm. Fri A Sat 10. Mldnl|ht. Sunday 12pm-i 
(484) 540-7340 

425 SO. GOV. Prinlz Blvd , llnicum, PA 
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MERRIAM THEATER I 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16 I 

BUY lICILLraM LU<.IIUClACIOKV'.l.yiUOKKlAtMi:it.LNriR.L>KO , - 

3IS-a9.MW. UK THl MMAtlH-tNIMt WM lIHIl-t l.tX.MII> *».. «>. • 
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About three weeks ago, a raucous debate erupted 

a on the Qoor of City Council during n hearing 

on a proposed ordinance that would create a 
Neighborhood Improvement District (NID) in 
the area directly north of Chinatown, known as 
CallowhiU to some and C hina town North to oth- 
ers. The NLD would have the power to assess a 
surcharge on properties to fund local improve- 


Anumbor of neighborhood residents, includ- 
ing (but not limited to) a large contingent of Asian-Americans, bad come to testily 
against the measure, arguing that the extra tax burden was undue and that they 
would not be represented by the new entity: The Nnys proponents are largely 

of an elevated park on the now-doftmet Reading Railroad viaduct that crosses the 
neighborhood — dont necessarily match theirs. 

On the other side of the debate were residents who argued that their neighbor- 
hood — prone to short dumping, graffiti, vacant lots and such — would be better 
able to reclaim itself with what they saw as a relatively minor sacrifice. 

Each side had an ace up its sleeve. The residents opposing the NID claimed they 
had numbers: A Council vote to create the district could be overturned by the peti- 
tion ofa majority of residents or those representing a majontyofthe value of the 


properties. 'We have 53 percent I' an- 
nounced a defiant John Yuen. 

The residents for the NID ordi- 
nance, on the other hand, had a star 
witness with close ties to the spon- 
soring Oniin cilman Frank DiCicco: 
Paul R. Levy, president and CEO of 
the Center City District, whose role in 
the entire affair might, to a casual ob- 
server, have seemed a little confusing. 

Levy, after all, is neither a pubhe 
official nor a resident of the neighbor- 
hood Ihe lives in Society Hill, near 
Headhousc Square). The Center 
City District, a similarly constructed 
special tax district that he oversees, 
doesn't extend nortli of Arch Street. 
Who, that casual observer might ask, 
was this guy, exactly? 

If you haven’t heard of Paul Levy 
yet , the odds are getting better every 
day that you wiU.The ubiquitous 


street<leaning madtines along the 
streets of Center City? Lev/s work. 
The new lollipop signs outside Center 
City trolley stations and bus stops? 
Levy. The small army of walkie-talkie- 
carrying “ambassndcirs’ along Center 
City streets’The newish Cafe Cret on 
the Ben Franklin Parkway?The con- 
troversial attempted crackdown on 
panhandling? The innovative iand re- 
cently shuttered) Community Court? 
Levy, Levy, Levy. Now in its 20th year, 
the Center City District has grown 
from a modest street-cleaning and 
marketing machine to the hub of an 
ever-growing empire of influence. 
Levy, its commander in chief, presides 
over a budget of almost $20 million 
aimually, earns roughly double the 
salary of Mayor Michael Nutter, and 
has positioned himself at the helm of 



THE 

KING 

OOCENTER CITY 
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a remarkably agile and increasingly &^^eadung 
institution: Unelected and largely unfettered by 
bureaucracyhe might be called something of a 
CenterCity monarch. 

The viaduct is just the latest of Levy’s many 
ambitious dmums far Philly. And it's exactly the 
kind ofpmject he just might pulloff: sli^tly im- 
I and probably on hisown terms. 


■ ■ OF HISVARKXJS radical ideas, peThapsthemostradical idea Biul Levy 
ever had — and, it would him out, the smartest — waste believe that the filthy 
neglected. Clime-ridden Center City of the 1980s was Philly’s ticket to success. 

He had alieaify abandoned one city, coming to Phil^ after getting laid ofifiom 
te ariiing public sdiools during a 1972 budget crisis in New York, worked at a toy 

store on South Street, and then in a aeries ofpolitkal jobs centered around housing, 
including a stint at the city’s Ofike of Housing and Community Development and 
in an oiganization called the Central HiiladelphiaDevekipmentCoip. 

In 1991, City Council authorised a new entity; the CenterCity District <CCD I, a 
liusiness improvement district, ’legally its own ctuasi-municipality. with Levy in 
charge.Itsmisaicn was toimprove life in Center City, and it had the power to im- 
pose un extra surdiatge from property owners in the district todo it. 

The early daysofthe CCD seem rather quaint. One ofitseariiest initiatives, 
called'Make It a Night,* was to persuade businesses, most ofwhich closed as soon 
us offices dicL to stay cqien to the wee hours of 8 p.m.:*A lot of change comes from 
gradual improvements,*Levyexpluins. 

The program expanded to advertising, streetekaning, tree plan ting — and then 
to biggergoals.AsIhehousingmaiketbubbledupwarclLevy and his organiza- 
tion tried to persuade owners of vacant office space to convert to condos. It [xwed 
a smart decision: Busin esses might not have moved en masseto Center City 
throughout the ’90s and '00s, but people did. In 2005, as condos boomed, the district 
began to tax them, as well. 

And there seem to be few voices of dissent, aside from an ongmng lawsuit by 
Center City residait (and millionaireUbm I^ox and former Ik. Supreme Court 
justice Russell Nigro, who allege that Levy’s dearion to grandfather pre-2005 
condo owners out ofthe tax is iUegal, Center City, everyone agrees, looks the bestit 
has in decades-AndLevya/motfeveryuneagrees, deserves somecreditforiL 

In 2006. he received the prestigious PhiladelphisAwardfarhiswork in Center 
City.Inthe post decade, a handful of copycatimprovementdistricts have sprung 
up.BuchasChe Old City District, which credited Levy’s work as its inspiration. The 
CCD. though, remains the foremost example; when Old City decided to do its own 
atreetcleaning.itsimply rented hiaworkere and machines. 

“Paul is almost singulariy effective in terms of taking an idea and showing 
how it can happen,' aiunmarizes Sam Little, president of the Li^n Square Civic 
Association. TTjat^s one of the reasons he’s everywhere." 

■ ■ INCREASINGLY, PAUL LEVYis everywhere. 

As Center City has become cleaner and wealthier, the CCD has taksi on a 
broader role — not always welcome by all. His support of a stadium and casino in 
Chinatown earned him that neighborhood’s wrath. His drive tn reduce the hezme- 
kss presence in Center City provoked the ire of social services advocates — though 
CCD, he’sproud to point out, hashired the formerly home less as street cleaners. 

Levy’s even takoi up the cause of public education, recentty addressinga Society 
IhQ crowd on the need to getinvol ved in the dty’s pub be and charter schools. 

“I couldnt possibly disagree with him more about the casino," acknowledges 
sdtools activist Helen Gym. 'but he genuinely cares about quabtyeducation far 
Philadelphia kids. It’s not something you often find in the businees community.* 

The CCD has expanded geographicaily as well — past its own borders, in fact. 

In June 2010, the CCDbegan to engage in aseriesofpublicimiatrvementaon dre 
Parkway, which bes outaide ita aasessmentdistrict. Levy has authorized street 
cleaning in Chinatown, even though that neighborhood, too. lies outside his dis- 
trict. He even presided over the building of a fauntidn in Headhouse Square 



THE CCD'S PROGRAMS 
HAVE EXPANDED PAST 
ITS OWN BORDERS. 


— more than a stone’s throw from the 
CCD, though notsofar. as a few crit- 
ics pointed out to City Btper, from his 
own Society Hill home.'FVunilies love 
it,* Levy explains. 

Levy’s been able to skip past the 
ostenrible boundaries of his orga- 
nization thanks to the surprisingly 
compkx and brilliantly perwerfid 
construction ofhis or^nizatiem. 

The CCD is, effectively three or- 
ganizations operating as rare, each 
with Levy at its head. Itk a legal 
municipality, periodicalty reautho- 
rized by City Council. Itk also, ef- 
fectively, a nonprofit: Thchnicalty, it 
“partners" with the nonjmofit orga- 
nization the Central Philadelphia 
Development Corp-.whidr shares the 
CCDs office, staff and leodertLevy), 
Unbke the CCD. it's a SOltc 13 cor- 
poration, eligible tn receive tax-free 
donations from feundadons. It’s also 
a foundation: Levy is the executive 
director and CEO ofthe CenterCity 
District Ibundation. Levy’s salary as 


head of aB three organizations is just 
over$360,000, with benefits. 

The CCDis, effectively, whatever 
it wants to be, an arrangement that 
affords Levy tremendous author 
ity over an enormous budget — not 
always a bad thing in a city that has 
to hold fundraisers to keep swim- 
ming pools open. Thisis what's going 
to h appen all over the city in the 
nearfuture.’says Deputy Mayor of 
Planning and Economic DevelD|SDent 
Alan Greenberger. “You’re going to 
see these quasi -pubbe andipiari-{xi- 
vatepartnerships ... all in the mix to 
make things happen." 

tration of power. More than one 
former staffer interviewed by CP 
described the CCD’s processes as 
being highly internal and largely 
unaccountable, driven almost en- 
tirely by Levy himself. 

“You cun cal! up and say 'My street 
isdirty' and theyll come dean it,’ 
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staiff done, and he geta stuff done." 


says one {inner staffer. “But when it comes to 
how the money's spent, there's maybe 20 people 
with a direct line to Riul.’ 

'Here you have a private group within a sub- 
group of p-ivate peo|{e who make all the deci- 
sions. ... One ofthe things thatmakesCXDD so 
effective is it has a strmg leader. He wants to get 


■ ■ TH E CENTER CITY District’s upcoming renovation of Dilworth Plaza, the 
“frontyard'ofCity Hall, is without doubt the most ambitious and grandiose 
project Levy has taken on yet. And some call it bis biggest coup. 

Created in the mid- 70s, akmgwith the two adjacent public plazas 'as pedestals 
for buildings, rather than parks for people." aalnquiivr architecture critic Inga 
Sa^on has opined, the plaza has long beencriticizedfor its bleak surface, fortress- 
hke walls and general unpopularity. 

Levy has been Inciting around the idea fora large-scale renovation for Dilworth 
Plaza fcrsome time. The details have evoI\«d. but the gist involves covering over 
the plaza's large holes that access the lower level and creating a wide, traversable 
space — part ofwhichcould become an ke rink — with newsubway entrances that 
leadtoa renovated, public-art-imbued transit access area below. The design has 
earned a greatamount of praise. 

In August 2010, the CCD submitted an appheation for aTransportation 
Investment Generating Economic Recovery <TIGERI grant, part of the 2008 
National Recovery Act The move surprised some aty insidenj:Accorclingto several 
sources. SEPTA, which also submitted a TIGER grant propc»al for its lang-awaited 
New I^yment Technology < aka “smart cards"), had erqiected that the powers-that- 
bewouldsuppcmtit. TIGER grants, after all were for r7on%>or/ofion. 

Instead, that October, the U.S. Department afTransportation announced that 
the CCD had been awarded $15 million in c:apitalfriDdmg&)r Levy's Dilworth proj- 
ect. Suddenly, the CCD was in charge of arguably the most viable public project in 
year^ City insiders say the planning community was cau^ t off guard. 

"SEPTAhad New Payment Tfechno logy, the City Hall station is crunrhling, the 
streets department had put in for biid^woik,"ex|dains one source. 'We knew CCD 
had submitted, but no one took it seriously." 

With thegrantmoneyin CCD’s hands, SEPTA now faced the prospectof possibly 
having to undertake the renovation ofthe City Hall station — a feat of enormous 
oigineeringcomplexity — ahead ofits own plans. Still. SEPTAhus apparently 
gotten on board since. "Make no mistake." says Byron Comate, director of strategic 
pdanning and analysis for SEPTA “There's a strong partnership here." 

Levy pooh-poohs the idea that he stepped on any toes. Three grant proposals went 
Id the federal authorities, and MuyorNutter had signed off or all three.'hesaya 

But also ofeoneem to some was the speed with which the Dilworth plan was 
moving. There was the issue, suddenly, of leasing a major, prominent public prop- 
erty to the privately run CCD. On Dec. 8, Council's Committee on PubKc Property 
and Public Wrrks held a hearing on a bill that would lease the plaza to Levy’so:^ 
ganizatiem for 30 years. The bill, introduced only six days [wior.was surprisingly 
sparse: Just over two pages, it contained virtual^ no detail regarding how author- 
ity over the public space would be handled in its transfer horn public to private 
hands — a point that bothered a few Council members. 

'I mean, we have minimal influence over what youdo,"Councitnian Darrell Clarke 
pointed out at the hearing, asking for reassurance that the dty would retain sub- 
iantial control over public events. Later in the hearing, Clarke noted, The whole 
district prerogative thing works most times, but, you know this is City Hall," 

"We understand that our authority is derived from this City CounnL’Levy re- 
spraided. Tou have our word." 

'Diere was also tire issue ofpublic input and buy-in. Only me person appeared ut 
that hearing in opposition: John Gallery. executive director ofthe dty's Preservation 
Alliance, who charged, “I have been involved in eveiy public meeting on Dilworth 
Plaza in the last two years Ihave not seen anything whatsoeverin a year." 

The idea that Levy sometimes left the pubbe out of his planning process is one that 



PUBLIC BUY-IN IS "THE 
EXACT ANTITHESIS OF 

HOW CCD OPERATES." 


dearly irks him, and tdiich he hotly 
dispute&Asked about public involve- 
ment in the design for Dilworth Hazu, 
Levy jxDvided CP with a list ofsome 
69 presentatims he'd given between 
spring 2008 and July 2011. 

But Gallery isn’t the only one 
to have brought up this point. In 
Februaiy.thefiigur'rer’sSaffixm, not- 
ing that the project was moving with 
“unusual ^>eed," wrote that so me 
people were “upset that the project 
ham't had the same level of pubbe 
hack-and-forth as a dty-run proj- 
ect" and that Levy had promised tn 
present the newest plans ‘just days 
before hearing at the dty’s Art and 
Historical Commissions." 

Levy respmded with a sarcastic 
letter to the/nfluin?r — "Ifaprqject 
is pubbdy presented 43 times but a 
reporter is not there, did the presen- 
tations occur?" — butalso a blitz of 
new presentations. 

Several people intervie wed by CP 
contrasted that experience with the 


planning process fcr the city’s wa- 
terfront redeveicqanent plan, which 
included public sessions, workshops, 
citizen feedbadt periods and other op- 
portunities for brood public inwlve- 
ment. While Levy's presentations 
have tended to be held before small 
groups of important people, such as 
boards of directors, dty department 
heads andresidaits of Residences at 
the Ritz-Carkcsi. Pom Praxis pre- 
sented the waterfront plans to a diz- 
zying number of community groups 
—“the exact antithesis ofhow CCD 
operates." as another former CCD 
staffer puts it. “Enormous pubbe en- 
gagement. multi ]Je meetings with 
allofthe stakeholders ... Pauljust 
doesn’t operate lhatway, 

‘He’s a very brilliant guy, and I 
don’t throw that word around. He's 
honest, he’s a straight-shooter, and 
he totally bebeves in what he's doing. 
He just doesn't give a shit vdtatotiier 
people think." 
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EVERYBODY CUT LOOSE! 
citypa(]er 

INVITES YOU AND THREE FRIENDS TO 
AHEND AN ADVANCE SCREENING OF 

To download four “admit-one" tickets go to 
www.gofobo.coffl/RSVP 
and enter RSVP code CITYDSWL. 
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Book your FREE Window Diagnosis now, before the fall rush. 

1-866-730-3183 

GreatestWindowNow.com 


Drinking to Cope? 

The Treatment Research Center is currently conducting a clinical 
research study in which participants wili receive naltrexone (an FDA- 
approved medication) or placebo (inactive medication). 

Forfurther information, or an eligibility screening, r^nTl 

call 215-222-3200. ext. 170. ^ 




BECOME A HOSPICE VOLUNTEER... 

j;i I'l' 1 hours a week anJ a hjeume oj juy. 
Cisricol Supporl Volunteers also needed. 

CAU 1 (888) 467-9330 

'J he Visilmg Nurse Association 


ItA state SENATOH SHIRLEY M.KtTCHEN 

THE PHIlADELfflIA ANTI-DRUG/ANTI-VIOLENGE NETWORK FAAW 

VOTER 
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FCT YOUTH i YOUNO ADULTS 

All Invited, No Matter Your Age! 

SATUfUAY, OCTOBER 8 • 11 A.M. - 2 P.M. 

LeH^F PmvHier • Pfur Puirkir^ Lot • 170! W. LeFi^F Puvilier 

In the event sf rain, the event will be held inside the Lehigh Senior Center (Lehigh Pavilion) 
SPECIAL CUEST APPEARANCE BY POWER 99 

hutic ‘ SMiUitM ' ' ftu 

For More Information call 215-227 -6iei or visit www.scnatorkttchen.ooni 


The windows you've always wanted for monthly 
payments as low as $104\ 

Never before have we offered financing this greatl In our current economy, 
some folks have put off replacing their windows, but with monthly payments 
as low as $104, you can't afford to putrt off any longer. Th/swill be the winter 
that your home will be warmer, and your heating bills will be lower. 


Manmum Glass Arsa 
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Insulatinq Prooertlss 

✓ 


Resistant to Dscav 

✓ 


Minimal Thermal Movement 



AveRable in Dark Colors 
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Your new windows could cost less 
than your monthly cable bill. 


FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER 


AS LOW AS Q 
A MONTH! o-,. 







Tma total fan. It's so un-Philadelphian to 
have somebody stakeout apian and pursue 
it.’ oountem attorney Steven Huntington, for- 
mer president of the Center City Kesiden ts' 
Association. “He's gone from ‘A’ to ‘B’ — that’s 

CENTER CITY somethingto be admired.’ 

'He does have a bt of power, but he made it all 
himseE Ncd>ody gave this to him.” says another longtime fan ofLevy’a worii. “A bt 
ofpec^b would like to have done what he’s done, and arejeabus that they didn’t.” 

■ ■ ABOUT A WEEK ago, I was invited to apresentatbn by Levy on the Reading 
viaduct project — the ambitious dream, festering for a decade, to turn a pbce of 
f^uladelphia blight, aneighboThoodprobbronoadministraticmhassolved thus 
far. into a remarkabb elevated park I bad asumed the presentation was being 
held in response to the uproar over the creatbn of a Callow hill Neighborhood 
Improvement District a few weeks before — in other words, that Levy’s intent was 
Id assuage disgruntled neighborhood residents and sell them on his idea. Then I 
realized it had been scheduled for 4 p.m. 

The presentatbn, it turned out, was for a small handful of reporters, including 
the head ofthe/n^uirer’eeditonat boaid.Withina wedt two editorials appeared in 
the/n^u/rer, mcbackingthepark. and the other sayingtheNID was a good idea. 

It had been, to be fair, a heck of a presentation. In person. Levy ia hardly regal: 
He’saffabb, exdted.infectiouslyoptimistic. In PowerPoint slide after slide, a gar- 
bage-strewn track became a walking path; a rusty trestle became a vine-covered 
urban sculpture. A disaster became a dreamscape. 

Foryeais, the idea of the viaduct park had been the decidedly underdog cause 
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of a few passionate nei^ borhood 
residents, notably John Struble and 
Saiuh McEneaney. Since Levy’s com- 
ing on board, that's changed. Tb Levy, 
the benefitB are (hvious: Such a park 
would spur investment and revital- 
ize an area so bin tidizinglycbse to 
downtown it could become Philty’s 
next neighborhood success story. It 
is.forLevy and his organization, a 
Cmiter City vision. 

But its located attheepicenterof 
another vision, thatofPhiladelphia’s 
centuiy-old Chinatown community 
to survive in the bee of a slew of 
otfter Carter City visions that have 
threatened to destroy it : Market 
Bast, the expanded Convention 
Center, a inuposed stadium, the 
Vine Street Expressway, the pro- 
posed relocation ofFoxwoods Casino. 
Chinatown residents unapologetical- 
ly fought each, sometimes losing but 
often winning. As Levy strays farther 
hum his Center City kingdom, he’ll 
have tn became less the monarch and 


more the statesmmi. 

So for.despite the acrimony over 
the proposed NID. Orinatown’s lead- 
enihip still seemsopen to the via- 
duct park idea, provided it includes 
aiTordable housing. Levy's laid out 
some ideas already, and Philadelphia 
Chinatown Develofxnent Corp. ex- 
ecutive rhiector John Chin tells CP 
he finris them intrigiiing. 

Last weekard. I climbed (illegally) 
onto the viaduct to see it for myself 
Looking anoss the rnty skyline from 
that kmely. elevated track, it’s hard 
no t to start dream ing. 

“Any landscaper, any landscape 
ardritect we take igr there, they just 
drool,' agreed Struble. the longtime 
viaduct proponent. later on the phone, 
“Look, here's what I think about 
Paul.' Struble suddenly volunteered. 
“Ifhe was in Boston or New York or 
Chicaga instead ofRully, they'd all be 
saying.‘Howa>mewc dotl have some- 
one like him here in RiiladelphiB?”' 
fisaiati.thtvnpBon^itypaper.T\et} 




CARIBBEAN CAST AWAY 

concert travel package ^ 


CUBA HAITI DOMINICA PUERTO RICO 

4 concerts * 4 destinations * 1 affordable price 

BOMC TnuaOETAWAY T0DA.7I 


Gel Z concerts for $69: The Creole Choir of Cuba - 10/16 
Elio Vtllafraoca A The Jass Syncapalors - 10/29 I Raices Habaneras - 3/17 
Plus a free ticket to Salsa Caliente Dance Party • 10/7. 1/6. 3/2. 6/1 


PAINTEDBRIDEORG 4" 

IirKL'TSByPHONE ,2l5.e2S.99WM 


Enter to win tickets at: www.citypaper.net/win 
NOW ON SALE; kimmelcenter.org 
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Something New 


Morris AAoretum 


Setting the stage far 
your special day 

92 acre of towerii^ tfecL liuh 
and colorful ^udeiu. sweeping 
v&BS and ax|uisiic views ucaic 
ihe pct fa c todcdtop for yrmr 
piden wedding. 


WEDDING DIRECTORY 


Make ASHM the Special Place 
For your Special Event 


'Phiiadei^la^ Maoic Garden; 

-‘■-in n’t---; I A', , # 




. Ph,(adelp;!®“^'^'’'teJanci/ 
"S fte perfect 


Philadelphians Masic Gardens | 1020 South Street Philadelphia PA 19147 | 215-733-0390 




Moms Arboietum aTik 
Uiirversiry of fViuvsylvaii 


The Americ3n Swedish Historical Museuin ir South Philadelphia's 
FDR Park offers a picturesque and unique space lor weddtr^ 
ceremonies, receptions and pnoto^raphs. 


Benefits include' 

• VersalHeiTKfoor and outdoor spaces 

• Competitive rates 

• Amplefreeparking 

• Located near 1-95. 7&, Ouses and the Broad Street subway 


American 

SWEOSH 

Hisrc«]CAL 

Museum 


1900 Pattisffi Ave 
Philadelphia, PA 19145 
(215)389-1776 
www.amencanswedKh.org 


U^iim^ renuk- 
April - Onohcr 
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a/ ///^ crmitcA. 

C^f r/auic atfaty ie/ f/f 

mcmot^ci afc <>»</ 

</re<imi co//>€ //?«'. 

This is the wedding yon Ve 
been dreaming of since yon 
were six years old 
Only at the Warwick 
will yoar wedding he th e 
definition of glamour. 

Say yon saw us here for 
additional savings. 

r^/4e MuAmoh 


ERS, AND WEDDINGS. 
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LONG BEFORE I Started pack] ng Icefor yojr 
readirrg pleasiire.ltid Bllboaid si nglesctrart reports 
— essentially filling jukeboxes around the world 
fiom a IltDe oM reconI biz one-stop j ust doors away 
from J&J Tresfie liw up north on 1 1th Street. The 
former shot-beer-airi-Srip joint for ladies will- 
ing to peel down to their bikinis was the weirdest 
post-work happy hourspolaboy like mecould'VB 
imagined. Kids. F^t forward to January 2010, 
when Icepack dropped the exclusive word that 
Mad Decent MausoleumownerWes "DIpIo” 
Pane had purchased the Tresbeihh.Whatascoop! 
Except itwaswrong Now skp ahead to today, when 
there'sfmallylegitnewstobenad.thankstoactuat 
owners JosetteBonafina and Ian Cross. Within 
the next week or so. Inn's whiskey and go -go -girl 
vibe will be ret to rip. with peeps from Peek-A-Boo 
Revueand one-time Shampoo management in 
on the big peel and reveal. Asoftopeningshould 
occursometimebelweenOcl7and0cL10.witha 
DesignPhiladeipNa burlesque hairstyleeventon 
OcL 13. >- Now that the Weiss broHwrs' gloriously 
grimy Woody's bar in the Gayborhood isshined 
up B) new luster with designer beers and brilliant 
lightsystems galore, there’s a sad word going 
around thatTre Rios, longtime GM of the whole 
Weiss PhillyoperadoniVoyeur.Woody'sj, is leaving 
the bras. It ain't SO- ► For those who havenT 
heard; Three-S-Tens psych-pop guitarist Jamie 
Ma hon has gone the way d hard d istoded sou I and 
skuzzy BlackKeys-lshUueswith his new band.St 
JamesS The Apostles They'll takepartihahight 
of rockabilly. rapandR&B at Utle Bar. Oct. 7. with 
Full Blown Cherry and members of Sgt Sass in 
tow-Hallelujah. »-SijgaiHouse Casino is getting 
ready to buildthal addbonai garage It's long been 
discussing, peihapsalittle bit shorferthanintended 
— yes — but with juslenoudt room toleave your 
kids unattended btfor loooong stretches of tme 
far from the doors of the betting parlor. Vbwzah. 
>■ Don't fotget Jake. It's Chinatown that has your 
nextblg darkNightMarket: 0C16.7 p.m..1Dth 
and Race Lookfornon-neighborsIikeSayQieeM, 
PItnico Pfzza and Chewy's to join with the banh 
mi salesmenfromVemalidoustora lion-roaring 
good lime. >-Marfin Hoeger from Philt/s power 
pop monster Illinois has been in the planning 
stages of a train-resembling South Hampton bar 
andAmericanfuscn-lDod-liiiedgrllcalledSteamiA 
PubEvotition ifyouhearlhemDokhgformoneyor 
see something on Nckslaner.sendabuck. ^Phllly 
)azz-bo pianist OrrinEvansstartsaThirdThursday 
monthly at Society Hll Playhouse starting Ocl 20 
with future guests including Duane Eubanks and 
Wade Dean. Thankfully. ^-Icegets Illustrated at 
citypapernet/crlOcalmass. 

ta_arnonsi@cityp^er.n8t) 



[dance] 

HIPS DON’T LIE 

Belly dancers unveil the hidden power of an 
underappreciated art form. By A.D. Amorosi 

D espite its modem associations with late-night entertain- 
ment at dimly lit Moroccan restaurants, belly dancing 
— from the chiETon costumes to the Arabic music to those 
sultry, sexy solos --is steeped in tradition. Without losing sight 
of the ancient movement genre’s rich history and customs. 
Philadelphia's Barajagala Tribal Bellydance troupe setstbe bar 
higher. or at least ona diSerent plane: to be somethingfreer. 
more modem, more uniquely theatrical 
Weaving Egyptian, folkloric, flamenco and Bajasthani dance 
steps with Ran Frandsco tribal stepper Carolena Nericcio’s gaire- 
bendingFat Chance Belh' Dance moves, Barajagala prides itself 
on unchoreqgraphedgroup motion. The improvisational parade is 
led by a dancerat stage left — dedred out in a traditional costume 
embellished with textiles undjewelty, showcasing her individuality 
— who uses hand and head cues to intiuduce new movements. 

"In its purest form , it is totally improvised — the format, the 
moves, who wiU the leaders be — all arecreatedon the spot.' says 
Bongagala founder Irene Retnkc, who holds tribal steppingclaaies 
in West Chester and Naihcrth. She’s inspired by Nericck). who cre- 
ated the form and often speaks about being “111 led with the goddess 
spritf — but only if the proper posturing is achieved. “You will see 
a similar carriage in Argentine tango dancers and flamenco danc- 


ers." Reinke saya “Sometimes men are confused because they are 
expecting something else when they watch- 1 heard rae man trying 
to explain it to a group of men by saying.'It's sensual and sexy, but 
theyVe not trying to seduce you.'" Indeed, be% dancing is alluring 
and undulating — but it’s not about sex, it's about strength. 

Troupe member Pamela Hall feels deefdy empowered by the 
art form. 'It's only danced with groups of women, and the energy, 
power and beauty ofthe dance can enrich your self-esteem — so 
much so,"Hallpoinbiout,*thatpsyihotherapists have been known 
to use belly dance as portof their treatmart to increase their 
patimts’ self-conGdence." 

“I consider it to be the jazz of 
dance fcrms," says fellow mem- 
ber Alicia Fisher, who describes 
feeling so inching click in her 
body when she began study- 
ing with Reinke and moving 
brwaid as a performer, “I got a certain feeling — tike scrme maternal 
lineage was activated that led all the way back to ancient temple 
dancers, I could fee! it in roy mitnchondria.’ Fisher was drawn to the 
idea of learning a new movement vocabulary based entirely on sub- 
tle cues and transitions. “I also love that all about women step- 

pingupasleadcis and then oUowingspaoe for otlier women to lead," 
says Fisher. “This collaborubve co-creation between dancers to me is 
a metaphor for how we live our lives — women together celebrating 
thecnselves and each other." 



*Ba7^iaaata Tribal Bellydance prvxnts M^tique.Saf., tk1,8.8pm^. $10, 
HeadHouse Besiauranl, 122 Loinlord St., eeror^ flaorblrihalbellydaace.com. 


It’s sexy, 
but they're 
not trying to 
seduce you.' 


[ talking fast and spinning faster ] 


tdlK-o-scop«] 

>■ electronIc/pop 

He’s given us one minor masterpiece 
already this year — Add House Kings’ 
strununy. sunny Music Sounds Better With 
You — but that’s hardly stD[^>ed Swedish 
popsmith J<hanAngergunl &om gear- 
ing his shy, whispery o'otHi right hack up 
andteamingwith longtime pal Henrik 
Marten^nfor7%cSeao/Afe7>iodes(Lahrador),theirfiill-length 
bow as Pailerft. Atmospheric, autumnal electm-pop, brimming with 
elegance and muted melantholy. — K. Hoss Hoffman 


> rock/pop 

He’s earned his rep as a sideman (for Birdie Busdi, John Francis, 
etc.), but those who know Craig Hendrix’s songwriting have 
beenwaitingforhimto take center stage.’Fhis week, his band 
Auctioneer celebrates the release of its self-titled debut £7, and ifs 
anengm^ngsetoftunesrecallingthepsych-tbeatnQiofGrizzly 
Bear as readilyas the intimate character-studies of Leonard Cohen, 
hi his str iking barimne Hendrix draws us into the lives of voyeurs 
(“The Loser”) end damaged spouses (“One Lover”), with an acute 
sense of introspection and sympathy. Aucticoeer jJays Johnny 
Brenda’s toni^tiOct. 6, johnnybrendascomt —John Vetteae 



>pop 

Ohsosilentohsolong.Mr. Jens Lekman reminds usjustwhat 
weVe been missing with the delectably dense An Argument IVitA 
Myself EP {Seaetiy Canadian). Over some ofthespurkbest.most 
bvingly detailed grooves of his career — effetvescent Airo-pop. plas- 
bdne twee-fimk, soupy yacht-reggae — the gallant Gdthenburger 
peruses and ponders the debatably ethical society ofhishometown 
(and the world overivia pemonal anecdotes, romantic profeisiens, 
drivingdirections. absenhninded small talk, socio-political critique 
and. of course, plenty ofjokes. 


>iazz 

Armenian-bom piano prodigy Tigran 
Hamasyan begins his hmt solo collection. 

A fbtifel Verve), with the scratchy, music- 
box-like sound or’Katn Shadow' setting 
the stage for an album us much about 
pining nostalgia as it is about virtuosity. 

The distant whistling on ’’What the Waves 
Brought,” the silent-movie melodramaor'Mother, Where Are You?" 
the downcast harmonies in “Someday My Prince Will Come” — all 
make for rich, dark storytelling. 'Tigran Hamasyan ’Trio plays Chris’ 
Jazz Cafe tonight (Oct S.chri^azzcafo.com). —Shaun Brady 




THE IDES OF MARCH 

[ B ] IF GEORGE CLOONEY hod even one ounce ofwhimsy in him, he might have 
afiixeda tellingsubtitleto his new campaign-trail thriller — The Idesof March: Don't 
Hate the Player. Hate the Game. The director and star asserts that even the most vigor- 
ous idealist will eventually get stuck by the dirty needle that is American political amo- 
ral ky. whether enterprise, avarice orpurenecesatyleadtolhe moculation. Of course. 
Clooney also tests our Jaded bounds by suggesting that altruism can shll thrive in the 
rotted Petri dish of public office. Ihlking Sist and spinningfasterStephenMyeralRyan 
Gosling) is a real up-and-comer, press secretary to Mike Morris (Clooney), the liberal 
govemorvyingforthe Democratic presidential nomination. But be doesnt just view 
the job as acaieerladderwith a built-in paycheck 
— he really believes that Morris will improve 
peoples’ Ihcs once he moves into the White House. 

But that doesn't mean he’s guileless — while 
Paul ZaiatE^Hp Seymour Hoffinan), Morris’ 
chain-smoking bulldog ofa campaign manager, 
has trouble coaxinghis steadfast candidate inm 
heldingback-alleyoflsm. Myers connects with his boss on anintelledual plane, unot 
hd ally serving as drief ethical navigator and stmight-ta Ik counsel But since no one in 
the gome can stay clean for long, Myers is soon painted into a nasty comer, stuck in a 
Mexican standoff involving rival campaign manager Thm Duffy (Paul Giamatti), nosy 
TVmes reporter Ida HorowiczlMorisa'Ibmei) and (duh) a comely Betty of an intern 
(Evan Rachel Wood I.Cteoney starts and ends T/ie foes o/’Aforcfi with impressve preci- 
sion. bottling the brawniest chunkofMyers’ trajectory without burning minutes on his 
rise oreventual fall In this way, the film circumvents trite Shakespearean commen- 
tary on the travails of ambition, using its time on the dais to discuss a difficult vocation 
that all but requires you to screw yourself over. — Drew Lazor 


No one in the 
game can 
stay clean 
for long. 



suite -pot 

Peter Burwaeeer on ctaeelcal 


LALIBERTE! 

Both were nearly 
upstaged by sec- 
ondary roles. 

I > THEOPERACOMMNYOlPNIad^ChialiaS 
gained international acclaim for Its random acts 
of culture, Including outbursts of Veidl inMacy's 
end Reading Terminal Markei tolhedeiigm and 
astonIsnmentofuitsuspectingshoppefs.OnFriday 
nignt. OCP pulled something on an even grander 
scale.tnelrflrst simulcast ofaHveAcademyoflVIuslc 
production, on the lawn at Independence Mall . 

They picked an ideal opera Bizets Caimen.viX) 
its comic book-like dramabc lines and familiar 
melodies. And the largely excellent perfwmance 
featured bold. If unsubUe. characterizations. led off 
bythesmoking hot CannenDf mezzo-soprano Rinat 
Snaham. Up-and-coming Canadiantenw David 
Pomemy played Don Jose, the vlcbm of Carmen's 
allures, as an »en biggerNusteringxtet than usual. 
Both were nearly upstaged by secondary roles. 
Pnilly favoriteAilyn Perez, whose velvety tonality 
andwonderfullynatieal stage presence remindme 
moreand more of the late great soprano trictoria 
de losAngeies. gave agiowing performance of 
tne country gin Mcaela. the yin fo Carmen’s yang. 
And Jonathan Beyer portrayedOonJosb's rival, tne 
Oullfignter Escamlllo. with a strikingly handsome 
' andvlbrantbaritone. 

The Immense undertaking was extremely well 
aecuted, with only small tech (fitches. The 1 T-by- 
33-toot screen looked sharp, and the sound was 
punchy and well balancedacross the lawn. Even 
the filler material was decent cutesy Interviews 
with the cast and production team, as well as the 
I Inevltabtere-broadcastsofthoserandomactsot 
culture. The typkallycornyPhilly rah-rah promos 
were also unsurprising, pouncing on the remarleble 
happenstancethatnearlytheertirecasMnciudlng 
Snanam,tralnedinPhiladelpnia.ettheratCurtisor 
the Academy of Vocal Arts. 

One random act that could rtof be accounted 

I for was the weather, and the drops began to fai I 
at the downbeat of the overture. The thousands 
dwindled to hundreds bythe bme Ocn JosepKxtged 
nis knife Into Carmen'sheart with many, including 
your erstwhile correspondent crowding under the 
eaves of tne visitor center. Sbll. the response was 
Impressive, with more than 5.000 pre-regislering 
to attend the free evers. Let's hope this becomes 
a tradition here in this opera-loving city. 

lP_burwassefGcitfpaper.net) 
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AN EVENING WITH 


fW >AV I0 

Ifi SEDARIS 


CELEBRATING THE RELEASE OF 
SQUIRREL SEEKS CHIPMUNK: 
A MODEST BESTIARY 


OCTOBER 15 • 8PM 
MERRI AM THEATER 


SATURDAY OCOTBER 15 ONLY! 


FOR lean 215-893-1999 Vint KimmelceiUer-org 
•ncKETS I orvisittheKimmel Center Box Office 
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sheiflife 

Under tha coven with Justin Bauer 


TO THE CLOUD 



> IT CAN BE hard to read just what’s on the page. 

This was the case with David Fbster Wallace’s The 
Paie King. Published after his suidde, the novel was 
concerned with boredom, despair... and suidde. 

Buteven novels without such adircctcorrespon- 
dence to biography still show the scars of their 
conception. This isn’t all that strange, really — we 
all know about single mother J.K. Rowling’s rise 
outofpoveityon a broomstick, or Martin Amis’ 
tooth-fixing advance for 7h e/n/brmo don. Some 
writers are perfectly happy to direct your atten- 
tion toward the outside, like Helen DeWi tt, who 
has been espedally frank about the hustle she's 
gone through to get a second novel. Lightning 
f?od!s(New Directions, Oct. 5), into print. 

Lightning Rods would be an underachiever of a 
second novel if it weren't forthe shadowcastby her 
first baok.The La^ Soniurm made DeWitt a house- 
hold name for its audacity; Zjg/irningi?o<is, written 
a decade before Samurai, inverts the Willy Lomun 
myth by giving us a salesman with a sexual fantasy 
iruitead of a dream, who succeeds in selling hisown 
personal kink as the solution to workplace sexual 
harassment. But if we’re to believe that 10 yeutv 
of DeWtt'seoreer has been handicapped by her 
success, then the layer cSduatoa Lightning Rods' 
sexual politics only gums things up. 

Paul La Fhrge's Luminoi^ AirpianosiFart-dr, 
Straus & Giruux, S^t . 27) also arTi<«s after a 
decade’s layoff in publication, but the slim volume 
carries no mirss. Instead, it comes as an element of a 
multiinedia'‘tmmersrve text" that provides digres- 
sionsfromand commentary on the central narra- 
tive lodceddownin old-fashicmed printed pages. 

This kind ofbybrid trumpets the arudetiesof 
a pub hshing industry desperate to bridge a digi- 
tal gap;! ts fortunate for La Fhrge that his novel 
lends itself so well to multiple formats. Luminous 
Airplanes in (mint is a small-bore domestic drama, 
centering on a dotcom-bcom-era programmer jour- 
neying home (o upstate New York to pack up his 
grandparents' house. Puton the page, thiscould 
turn mtoaHouseofLeoves-atyXe mess. In its cur- 
rent form, however, it's cleanly divided between a 
focused, bound bookand its online supplement. 

But for all ofLa Parge’s focus in print , ids hard to 


fight the suqiicicn that the novel 
is on accessory oC or posterior to. 
Ha backstory. Ai rpf ones jumps 
bode and forth in time, sapping 
narrative drive for dramatic iro- 
nies. Phis, characters occasionally 
refer In events or conversations 
that happened in earlier scenes 
but went unieported.One expects 
that La Faige could reproduce 
that conversation, that his cdiar- 
asterd woridis com^dete and fully 
imagined but stored someplace 
outade of the novel . And that 
recourse to the cdoud renders the 
book itself nearh' unnecessary, 

Erin Morgenstem's The Night 
iDoubleday, Sept 13) has 
no such problems. Ifanything. 
she's exuberant and overabun- 
dant she hasagreatiniagination 
for striking images and involved 
processes, and a great facility (br 
turning those images into sen- 
tences and paragraphs. Atone 
point, in describing the Cin)ue 
des Reves, Morgenstem takes 

The layer of 
dust gums 
things up. 

us inside a tent with an expand- 
ing number of difterent rooms, 
each one competing to outdo 
(he p-evious; her imagination is 
capacious, incredible, often very 
bcautifuL Her meticulous imag- 
ery is especially surprising, con- 
sidering that The Night Circus 
came abcnit as a National Novel 
Writing Month pt^ct , one of an 
untold numberofbooks started a 
few Novembers ago. 

But Morgenstem’s clockwork 
inventions make it dear that The 
Night Circus wasn’t just dashed 
oft in 30 days (she% admitted to 
wnrkingon it three Novembers 
running beirre working it into its 
final jewel-bcK form). The book’s 
ghttenngsurfaces are strong and 
engaging enough to prop up a 
plot that’s sometimes vague and 
foggy — as good an argu men t as 
any that, no matter how interest- 
ing Che novelist's backstory, what 
ultimately counts is the stuff she 
puts down on the page. 

(j_bauer<Scitypaper.net) 





When: Monday. October lOlh 

Doors at 7:30PM, Siam ^ins at 8:30PM 


Where: World Ufe Live, 3025 Walnut St Philadelphia 


Theme: Close Calls 


All Ag«s, S3 Vuertgling Orsft Specials 
$10 ac the door, $8 for Rrst Person Arts Members 
Visit www.firstpersonarts.org for more Info 


HOWTOW 


COMING OCTOBER 27 


A unique opportunity to receive 
a full page of editorial all about 
VOU faclr\g your fuHpage adver- 
tisement. Tell our readers why 
your business Is exceptional and 
different from your competitors 
AND all topics are exdusive — or 


HOWTO 


Tickets: $15 (Includes a beverage and pizza slice) 
www,brownpapertickets.com/event/1 90364 
1 ,800.838,3006 Info; www,tinydynam ite,org 


Free Parking 
Great after a workout 
' Facial Beauty 


TINY DYNAMITE PRESENTS 
“Brilliantly Casual Theatre" 


October 11th & 12th at 6pm 
“Hazardous” by Quinn D. Eli 
Produced by 

Philadelphia Theatre Workshop 
Directed by James Stover 


A PLAY 
A PIE 

AND 

A PINT 


Red Room, Society Hill Playhouse 
507 South 8th St, Phila PA 191 47 
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first i' focus 

By Holly ORarbein 


S > HIGHWIREGALLEnV 

^ In the pressrelease for Ted Mosher’n exhibit “New Work.” his 
j oil and watercobrpaintings (pictured, left) lire explained os ‘almost 
• abstract.” F^rfaaps a betterdescription would be “almost figura- 
2 tive.” Examining them is like admiring clouds — in one second, an 
Z imagelooksjustlike an elderly man with u big nose; in another, it’s a 
g bouncy balbm. Mosher, a Hi^wire Galleiy regular, also has a blade 
- belt in cobr. His hues are lush and debctably warm. As a bonus, the 
1 exhibit alsoinchides Mosherisceramic pieces and works by BYO 
1 Prmt.alocalprintco-op. OpeningreceptionEH, OcL7,6-IOp.m., 

“ f7ve,thr3ugh Oct 31, Highwire Gallery, 2040Fmnkford Are.,215- 
■126-2685.highwiregailery.com. 




■ LGTRIPPQALLERY 

This eponymous duo exhibitbn by Catherine O’Connell and 
Stephen Blackburn is more lighthearted and genuinely thrill- 
ing than you might expect for a show about shapes. O’Connell^ 
paintings are alllines. colors and forms, and they're all very pretty. 
Meanwhib, Blackbunt's gravity-defying sculptures — composed of 
found olQecta and welded steel — often appear as if they're about to 
toppb over.lh^realao known to resemble humorous-looking ani- 
mals. Opening mc^rion EH., Oct. 7, 6-8:30 p.m.. free, through Oct. 75. 
LG7)ippGaHery,47-49N. Second St, 2I5-923-31 10. Igtrippgallery. 

MUSE GALLERY 

Speakingofexcellence inline, hue and form, Diane Lachman 


is exhibiting her oil and watercolor paintings in “Color 
Conversations." Where O’ConneD's workis subtly beauti- 
ful, Lachraaris abstracts are strikingly lovely- It's no won- 
der Ladiman has taught color theory at the University of 
Pennsylvania for years. Opening reception EH., Oct 7, 5-8 p-m., 
free, through Oct, 30, Muse Gallery. 62 N. Second St, 215-627- 
5310, muaegalleryphiladelphia.com. 

PROJECTS GALLERY 

“Abstraction" is the first of many Projecbi Gallery shows that will 
examine the various genres used by today’s aitista. Such a series 
is ambitious, to be sure, butit's also welcome in a time when there 
smultaneously seems to be too few and too many artistb genres. 
Not to mention mediums: This exhibit includes drawings, prints. 


sculptures, paintings and mixed media 
by 28 artists. Riy close attention to Alice 
Wheal In’s ink, beehive-like drawings, 
Marjorie Ortgonis' word art and Robert 
Alosa's wooden sculpture. Openirtg recep- 
tion FH,, Oct. 7,6-9p.m..free,throughOct 
29. Projects Gallery.629N. Secorui St., 267- 
303-9652.projectsgaUery.com. 

> EXTRA EXTRA 

“Girlfriend” ((actured, ri^t) has a lot of 
awkward moments. Which is apt, because 
Jake Dibeler sfuimy-sadlaixl sometimes 
sad-fuimy) performance jaece is about being 
ahomy.unsuie teena^r in the 1990s. Sudi 
moments may include tighly whities, imex- 
pected nudity and bad dandng — all ofwhkh 
are as hilarious as they are uncomfortabb. 
Just as personal is Heather Bregman 
and Katie Oeem's “Experimental Mas- 
sag e.”The video and jsrfomiance piece 
explores how self-exam inaticn “can be hu- 
miliating when witnessed by others, but also 
how it maintains the potential to lead us out 
ofthe darkness.” EH., Oct. 7,8pm. (doors 
open at 7pm.),free,1524FrankfrirdAiie.. 
301-412- 7547. eexcttrraa.com. 

(editorial@citypaper.netj 


PAINTED BRIDE ART CENTER PRESENTS 


3 

a 



An Intimate Evening with 


SANDRA 

BERNHARD 

I Lw/i He, 


A Philadelphia Debut 

January 10 14 



With back-up band, Bernhard show- 
cases tracks from her new album of 
the same name. She segues "between 
comedy bits and musical numbers... a 
model familiar to her many fans." Her 
"droll, knowing takes on pop culture... 
as strong as ever." - Variety 

Call 215.925.9914 TODAY 

to enroll in our frequent 
ticket buyer program & 
place your pre-sale 
ORDER NOW! 




onpointe 

Oeni Kaarel ondanos 


> BREAKTHEMOLO 

Canweevcrmove beyond MOVE? Inuaeniie, no: 
The day that will Uvein mfamy cemented MOVE’S 
inclusion in ourdty’a history. 

Ifyou lived in Hiiladelphia back in 1985, as tdid. 
you can't easily foi^ the images of a bomb being 
dropped <bi OsageAvenue, and the ensuing fire, 
whidi destroyed an entire block of homes and killed 
llpeople. 

That incident still instigates heated discusaon, as 
ran the veiyineoticai ofthe namesake rovolution- 
aiy activistorganistion. 

Because Brotherly Lov 0 is inspired by MOVE, 
you might expect this showtohaveasocio- 
polibcal bent It does, but it's not heavy-handed. 
Instead, olive Dance Theatre (oDTloiTers an 
abstract movement-based tone poem that meta- 
phorically explores dimensions of struggles for 
personal and dvil righta. 

The seating area at the Painted Bride is arranged 
so the peribrmance hanoens in the center ofthe 
audience. This makes for an intimate experience: 
We're spectators, but not wholly separate fiom the 
action. Video is (mojected raito screens shaped like 
shards.Theae panels are set apart just enou^ that 
we can only partial^ discern what’s happening: uirr 


arts & entertainment 


view is skewed and fhictured. 

A soundtrack with music by 
the Roots, the Beatles and New 
Orleans brass bands provides 
simpati 00 accompaniment to seg- 
ments featuring oDTs individual 
brand of hip-hop breakdance. It’s 
a fluid, expi ' es sive style that’s 
earthier and more natural than a 
lot of other breakers.The troupe’s 

Our view is 
skewed and 
fractured. 


crew offine dancers — Jarais 
Merwintalso the company artis- 
tic director). Mark Wmg, Kelly 
Snell and Lao Song — don’tdelve 
into breakdancing’s familiar 
tricks, like head spins and buck- 
flips. But being true breakers, 
they exude fierce energy as they 
share stories throu^ movement 
that’s deariyheartfelt.Sepf. 30, 
Ihinted Bride Art Center. 

id_kasret®citypaper.net) 



HELLAFRE5 
SHORT PLAY 


at WALKING FISH THEATRE 
2509 Frankford Avenue 


B. Someday Productions 

brings short attention span theatre! 


8 Shows all in one night! 



25 YEAR WARRANTY 

• Hot Roofy(tar) 

• Coatings, Hot or Cold 

• Rubber Roofs 

• Skylights & Siding 

• Shingles, slate 

• Doors & Windows 

• Roof Repairs 
• Metal, Cutters & spouts 
FREE ESTIMATES 

215 - 289-5650 

We Do It Right The First Time! 


www.WalkingFishTheatre.com 


Discount to Police, Fireman and Seniors! 
15 YEAR WARRANTY ON ALL ROOFS 


ANNENBERG CENTER 

jorlhr,,rrJormmgurU 

BUY 3 OR MORE SHOWS 

AND SAVE UP TO 15%! 



. - 







%, 1 

1 



1 

'A 



^ K 



Joshua Redman/ 

Brad Mehldau Ouo 

DCTU 

Omar Sosa Afreecanos 
Quartot & Jerry Gonzalti 
and the Fort Apache Band 

Shantala 

Shivalingappa 

NOV 5 


Media Sponsors: cilyuptr ilia 


AnnenbergCenter.org 215.898.3900 [?] 



i 
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Tickets start at $20! 





Friday, October 7 

Joe marchettl's dueling ptonos 
^^m-7:30p>m 
new york minute 
8pm - midnight 
maiia laina and dj gabor kiss 
11pm -3am 


Saturday, Oc 

lofty lUC’i 

5pm -8p 
3am 

8pm - midn 
maria laina and dJ 
llpm-3a 


exit 37 off h95.extt 351 (westbound) /exit 352 (eostbound) off 
1.888.588.parx(7279) • pao^casno.com 


follow us on twlttef.com/360parx 


become o fan on I 








movi ©shorts 


FILMS ARE GRADED By CITY PAPER CRITICS A-F 



NEW 

THE HUMAN CENTIPEDE ll(FULL SEQUENCE) 

A Aauku. VolunU'eri! needed 
Kir the grealeal. iUlloween 

raslune ofall lime. iNd miiavrd) iRiU al Ihr Soumei 

THEIDESOFMARCHIB 

RrodDiYU' Loiur't nt'irw ati />. IS. lauifiiv. (lA Oronll 

MAFffiARETI*- 

wranglingand editorialindeciaioR.Ke&selb Lenta^an's 
belated roUuw-up U)20CI0b You Can Coin/ cnMe isa poil- 
iVll movie atripped from ita cultural oonteal. and poaaibly 
stronger fori L. The subject, as tipped by the titular 
Gerard Manley Hopkins poem, is theconuave power of 
unfocused grief, which falls on Anna Ricpiin's Manhattan 
high school student after shecon tributes to a fatal bus 
accident. Lonergan tracks the tragedy's ripples over the 
course of the film's LwO'and.a*half'hoursprawl Iculdown 
to size by an uncredited Martin Scoiaese and 'Thelma 
Schoonnuikerl. filtered with occasionally infuriating ac- 
curacy through the prism ofa bright and sullen teenager. 
Margan'tisamesa wandering down blind alleys, develop- 
ing I'haraclers and abruptly forgetting them, but it foels 
asifit wasalways meant to be. The moat viscerally potent 
nmfruni aliens, between Ihquin and her frazzled single 
mother IJ.Smith-Cameronlor the victimb tetchy beat 

illuminale only indirectly; the true cost is spread across 
lives ralher than lanced inasingleeruption.Fk-rhapsthe 
most elocpientand unnerving shuts are ofrrowds tripping 
in slow motion along the city’ssidewalks.cr ofskyscrap- 


ers looming overhead, silent monuments to the slim but 
ineradicable possibiQty ofa sudden end. —Sam Adams 

REALSTEaiC- 

By the year 2020, according to Aca/ Sire/. human boxers 
will be rcpiaci'dby pugilisUcrobas engineered to provide 
fans wllh maxed -out leveb of mechanized carnage. Bui 
Shawn !z>vy's Super Bowl odvcrtiaeinenl of a movie, a 
roughshod ccx'kiail of father-son melodrama and sporting 

future, if the film's brazen handling of product placement 
is any indication. Charlie KentoniHugh Jackmant.a 
once -promising boxer turned hapitss robo-figbt promoter, 
is always bun tixtg for his next quick buds, which explains 
bis apprehension toward spending a summer with his 
estranged Bieber-headed son. MaxiDakola Goynf. Con- 
veniently, his precocious seed also has a deep love for the 
robo-fi^tingarts, and the two bend over the crunch of 
metal on metal, training a scrap-heap sparring machine 
called Atom to defeat bigger, stronger opponents with 
sweet-science speed andcraft. It doeanT take long for Levy 
INight al thv Museum. Dale Night ) to set Atom on course 
to clash with Zeus, the lop dog of (he fi^i game owned 
byJiTry Jones-esque Farm Lerokova IfBga Fbndal and 
walking, pouting Jape nrsvlcch-gonius stereotype 'Ibk 
MashldotKarlYunetTheartuel fight sequ(nces.8mixur 
CGI , an imst ronk-s und real -life eonsulUng from boxi ng 

Itard to got riled upfortbelheoLricswilh innumerablo 
Howlolt-Packard, Budweiser and Microsofi brand drops 
sU ming across the screen. — Drewljuorll^rl, llA Grant, 





movie shorts ] 


+ ALS0 PLAYING 


DtruthyibuL don Emilio Estevez 

Sanl.iagoinl.na new-age yellow brick 
road in hia latest directorial effort. 
Esl ever appears briefly asa apiritual 
aeekeraulTering flom a midUTe oiaia. 

along the Tanied pilgrimage route 
ningonly 


rolled 


eadia 

self. 


spreading his son a ashes along 
the way. Desple his gruff protests, 
he rollecu amismatchedband 
consislingofahard-partying Dutch- 
man tYorick van Wageningent.an 

her smoking habit iDeborah Kara 
Unger) anda cynical Irish author 
with a bad case of writer’s block 
(James Neshiltl. There's never much 
doubl. that this unlikely group wiD 
bond and help oneanother through 
their respec Live crises, and Estevez 


rarely misses an opportunity to stop 
by the side of the road and indulge in 
plaliludi'sand life lessons. The bulk 
oflhcjuurney is accompanied by 

fl] ms, including by-now -familiar 
lunesbyNick Drake andTbe Shins. 
The scenery is gorgeous, Ihough, 
and serves belter as a tourist ad for 
the Caminu than as a motivational 
tract.— SB. (AMCNenhaminy.AMC 
Piymauih Meeting) 

WEEKEND I Be 

Movies ou^ttobe reality-based, and 
in 201 1. conventional helero relation- 
ships are no longer the only option 
wcrlh pursuing. Thai said, lVi*e*ent/ 


ted that thesample underiying 
tome Boy ModebfigSrbooi'sDJ 
w-produced''Hdy Calamity* 


"WILL SATISFY YOUR i 

GRUESOME V 

EXPECTATIONS' . . , 

ritk' KOIIN iwpiiwiiti > A ^ ^ 


- THEmLSTlim.IOnCC\L JOEMOBSaSlBlN 

'ggiEnilt'lEIIEWSVOUIIEUEFIN 

THEPOWEROFMOVIES.' 


f,BRAD PITT NAILS EVERY NUANCE. 
^JONAH HILL SCORESAKNOCKOUT!’ 


★★★★!★★★★ I 

(Thira^o ffrihunc I Chicago] 


‘A GREAT AMERICAN MOVIEi: 

THAT WILL LEAVE YOU CHEERING.5 ^ 

POSITIVELY thrilling:! 

r.YOU CAN HAVE A BLAST 

AT ‘MONEYBALL:.’! 


- MONeYBALL' CMStS INTOTHE HIGH GEAR 






7 iim't agay movieLbe way 
1 cage ia. bo t animaiilic drama about. 

S two polar oppcailaa who fall iato a 
f rdationahip.RuaarlllTbmCulIrnHa 

• reaarvad and quitt. looking fort hat 
.3 aprcial avnwono. wlule Glon iChria 
3 NewHa more boiaUTOua and liiend- 
H with-bpnerila-areking.YotafltT 

19 nu-vtingona night in a bar. they fall 
^ foroarhotbor.andwind up apt'nding 
w tha waakand togalbar bka any hard* 

• in-luatoouplamighl: dialling, toking, 
— havinglotsofaaa.ButwbanGlanleLs 
S italipthat ba'amovinglo Oragun, 

Ruaaall muat renfrtait hia faalinga, 

• qiiiokiy. Weekend ia no race againal 
« theolock,bnt it raiaaatbaquaatiaa: 

■s How mu£b impart can aomataia have 

onyourtifainjuat two days? —Brian 
Wilenaky (Bilz al Ihe Boursel 


DOJVEflSA WHITE-HOT 
BUHHOfAPEHFOOmiKi” 

-mammam Ska ■ aa Wa i la n ^oal 

sosimnESMEmasr 

mii’inwi’i^TgSww 


"OOSUm CRANKS UP 
THemTENSm." 



: CONTINUING 

50/50 1 B 

Jonal hnn Levina’s naw libn ia being 
loulod as 0 ‘'oanrer aoncdy* from (he 
ApaUiw ramp that basically ronaials 
(ifSalh Rogrn reacting to his beat 
frlcnd’a polentially fatal rendition 

dostripliun is a ialae diagnosis Will 
Reiser’s script, based on his own 
experience as a young cancer survivor, 
takes e more nuonced approarb. 
perfectly willing to End ctanedy 
in a horrible situation but equally 
unaliaid of venturing in to downright 
sentimental territoiy.lt lunges too lar 
in each direction at times, but Jos^h 
Gordon-Levitt evens out the film's 


DETECTIVE DEEANDTHEMYSTERY 
OFTHE PHANTOM FLAME I A- 
Tbelime is 6d9A.D., and Empress 
Wu (Carina Lau), China’s first lemale 
ruler, is awaiting her turonation. 

While Deletlivc Dw (Andy Inu) 

to figure out. why llilks are spontane- 
ously bursting into fiamts. Dee is a 
keen observer, folio wing everyone’s 
motivations — even thuet' of his plucky 
bleadi-blond sidekick. Officer Pei 
(DengChaol, who could be behind the 
“spODky pandemonium." Detective Dee 
mayrdytoomudion GGl, but it is so 

mind. — GaryM. Kmmer tRUzFlvel 


Childos. a junkie biker ex-con turned 
contractorAireacber/defenderofchil- 
dnaj in Sudan- llntbnunalely.direcUi- 
Marc Fmter typically ope rales mly 
al a si ngle speed : ov erwrough t . Sam 
Btabbngahilrhhikerinaslicbe-light 
fivm^ is suddenly usurp'd by him 
vomiting and plea ding for help; his 

force. Gerard Butler bulldogs' his way 
through the role, showing the charac- 
ter's intensity but never hinting a tony 
deeper motives. — SB. iRitzEaal) 

WHATSYOURNUMBEFITID 
Anna Fbris is Ally, a recently fired 


uneasiest tonal shifts, conveying a 
range of warring emotions Isom rage 
hi frustration to incomprehension. 
SB lUAOrant. UARiivrviewt 


MACHINEGUN PREACHERlD 

Pitched somewhere bel.ween Hotel 
Rwandn and Ramho.Machine Gun 
Preacher I ells the true story of Sam 


“number" — that is, the number of 
people she’s slept, with, which cur- 
rently stands al 19. Paris is her usual 
bubbly, amiable self, but her presence 
isn’t nearly enough to rescue this fiat , 
predictable comedy. Fbr reasons that 

the support ufher neighbor (Chris 

exes, hoping to n'kindJc an old fiante 
and fi nd the one" without, hll.ling the 
big 2-0. Despite a bandfuJ ofamus- 
ing mocnenta, the burner is mostly 

to be straight out of Bridesmaids. 

'Tbe film is rich in stock characters 
and unfunny gross-outs, but ss Ally 
rusbes finm man to man, it's frighten- 
ing to think wbat tbe movie teadies 
its young audience, — Matt Cantor 
(lU Orant. UARirerviriv) 


+ REPERTORY FILM 

THE BALCONY 

I003ArehSL.l!IS»22-6im.lhiiroc. 
cem.ScrMm4t20ll.l).S,lll min.l: 
'The Gbostlacc Killerrclurns to Wood- 


a * A * « a s » 


iULLJLi- 


Show us 
your Philly. 

Submit snapshots of the City of Brotherly Love, 
however you see it, at: 

cily|)aper.iM‘t/|)holosln*ani 


movie shorts J 


sbnro after a decade-long hiatus. Afnii., 
Oct. 10.8pjn..S3. 

BRANDYWINE PEACE COMMUNITY 
f/mivraiiyLu/Aeron Outreh, 3637 
CheelnulSt.6lQ-S34-I8IB. brandy- 
ivinepeace.com. ThaBaWaafAlglara 
1 1 966. Italy. 121 nan.): An account of 
the Algerian Revolutkai, the ’bloodiest" 
uprising of (he ceotuiySun- OcL 9, 
5:30pjn.,free. 

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 

370J CheitnutSt^ 2J5-38?-SJ25, 

dia/France, 99 nan. I; Three Ben^lese 
teenage girls learn a lew life lesstxis 
when they each fall in love with an 
AnierKanaoldieiiHb<t.Ori.B. 7/am- 
S9. Sound on Rbn: Two by Luka 
Fowl ar : A scTvming uf two experi - 
mental fibna by Scoltiah contemporary 
artist and musacian Luke Fowler. Wed.. 
Oct.l2.7p.m..$9. 

MEDIUM RARE CMEMA 

TMIGenmaloimAce, regteUabiesin- 
cerity.com. ftparfiousa(1998,U.B, 
92 muLliAboredbltJegiri iranspcrls 
herself to a weidd inspired by her 
drawings. Thu., Oct. 6.7 p.m..$7. 


[citymiAel 



WIN A CHANCE TO SEE 
AN ADVANCE SCREENING 


J ! I H f .Hj 




JN'/rj’i! TOUAl lD 
cjUfi'Jl' I'D A 
uPECIiU, PiiiiyjE W 

For your chance to win passes to see 



just log onto: 

www.gofobo.com/RSVP 

and enter the RSVP Code; CITYYVNG 


IN THEATERS FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14TH 





THURSDAY 


10.6 


♦ LOOKING PRETTY 
AND SAYING CUTE 
THINGS 

lIollywfxxlgtBinour puM Mac 
Wcal.pctaspudight UvaUncnl 
inC&bflretRcd Lighl'a laical. 
Lookisi^ fyeUyandS<^uig Cute 
TTiif^a. Conbuiing burlesque, 
puppetry and vaudeville. Ibe 


show ahinea aapcilight on the 
obscenity trials the star under- 
wait , and explores themes like 
indecency.capilaliamand femi- 
niani along Ihti way. "My back- 
ground iaccniedyandcabaret 

tnsa Jesa Conda."We both have 
a brassy boldness." 


FRIDAY 


10.7 


♦ MALAJUBE 

Seems like Moni.real pop four- 
some Malajube Rnallystabi- 
lised iu nuod. In 21)06. the 
band's breakout record. Tl-ompe- 


lightAil measofjangling guitar, 
aing4longveisesllar those who 
can aing in French, that is) and 
duublelime it^iains. By 2009 
the high had irashed and the 
kllow-up.Loh.vroir/us,tcq3lcral 
dark, moody comers oflhc soul 
with nervy synthcsiaen guiding 
the way Hiia year's /hi Cboerne 
aplitalbedifrerence-- again 
we find Ihe players happy, but. 
HOI overly sa We hear more 
keyboards than guilam, but 
they have a positive new wave 
bounce to lheni.lt's as though 
Malajube — oldo; optimistic, 
more learned — is leading us 
out cddaiknessaswe listen. 



+ WOMYN OF COLOR 
CONFERENCE 

The ICIanenlsOrganizatjonand 
Tbmple Universily’s Women's 
and LXrBT Studies depart- 


ments are sponsoring this 
three Hi ay symposium designed 
to stoke the Oamea o/ ccnveiaa- 
lionamong LGBTQ women of 
color. Under the banner "Fatik- 
Ground: Womyn Revealed. Re^ 
vived, Renewed.' this year'a2I 
workshops fouiaon tbebealth 

BTQ black weenan, and the 
keynote speaker is awaid -win- 
ning powerhouse poet Senia 
Sanchez. Students take note: 
Aplethuraofscbolarships will 
be made avaflaUe exclusively 
through theocnferenca. 


painting and drawings that 
Iqy bare Ihe artist's passions. 
"My work reflecls intimate mo- 
menta, wilhinaaexualrelaticn- 
■diip, where powerisshined, 
alighlly ordrastically, between 
part ners.'says the artist, who 

Hrst Friday reception. 

Wi. Occ 7, 5-9;y0^m ifne.ltirough 


SATUFDAY 



( visual art ) 

+ 0. HENRIEHA 
FISHER 

The Hex Factory ia break- 
ing a gentleman's agreement 
• - they'reabouttokiaa and 
tell. The Kensington gallery 
space w ill be boa Ling the cam al 
worka oTO. Henrietta Fisher, 


10.8 

[|au] 

+ AARON GOLDBERG 

naniat Aaron Go Idherg’svirtuo- 
dc drops lall under the spdJight 
on hula1e8l.CD.Bicncii/ari. a 
collaborative elTort with fel- 
low modem keyboard master 
Guillermo Klein, who handles 


thecnmpusitiaial end c/the col- 
laboralkm.The material for this 
trio perfcrmance.bowever, will 
likely harken berklo his own 
20t0Blbum.//ome. on which 
he unknabea hrsprodigiiius 
skiltson rhythmically driven 
criginals and tubes by Theloni- 
ous Monk and Stevie Wonder. 
He'll be joined by drmmmer 
Greg Hutchinson, whose deeply 
etobed grooves for trumpeter 
Roy Hargrove bode weU for 
drawing out Goldberg's percus- 


[ electrenic/pO|i ] 

+ JAMES BLAKE 

After anerieacfbype 4>un- 

unurthodux Bps last year, 
this preCematurally boyish, 
bluriy-laoed Briton dropped 
a game-changing self-titled 
debut — Qsttnaihly helping to 
make the world safe ibrdub- 


the agenda 1 


Z stop, though in practice largely 
« jctcisomng the genre's dehnij^ 

S but no leas futuristic brand of 
7 nuanced. polyvoral coffee-table 
^ digi-soul. Still, eightmonths 
£ on, it feels as spine-tuiglingly 

- rcmaiusamongMll'ssuroac 

tioc.f/iOHgh Thunder < the title 
suggesting both nanus nurabt- 
lis hiunilily and an entreaty for 
e subtletyifinds Blakebackon 
~ hisEPgrind — coveringJoni 
• Mitchell, swappingvocoders 
^ with fellow indie-approved- 
‘S easy-listening MVP Bon leer 
(and some robotic owls), and 





[Jazz] 

+ FEELER GAUGE 

WhensaxophoiustDan 
Scofield's duties touring with 
Man Man and relocation to 

tail the activiUes of Shot x 
Shot, Philly's most inventive 

three-quarters of the band re- 

Gauge. The trio — tenor saxo- 




World Cafe Live 


CORE'? 01.0VER 

OF LXTEWe COLOUR 

DANlBlilA COTTON 

■JtTUREA?, OOT. IS • SFK 


YELPING! 

you DON'T HAVE COPA'S 

s 


|Hirtuiiiilo O 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 10 • 8PM 


iV'’ Sonthen Cnltiire on the Skids 

<RII^0ftY LAFAReE ITIIC S4UIH CITYTIREE • SUt. KT. » • FPH 


le/u Crooked StlU WITH sAitAHsiwiiio 
le/u Jackie Green wiTHTRtiTH«,$AtvME». 
*e/Mi Spin Doctors WmtUIIESHAODKK 

W<4 I 

10/18 James McMurtry 
10/18 North Mississippi Allstars ' 
18/M Bob Schneider 
18/84 Lalah Hathaway 


we remodeled 5 
tiled our bathrooms. 
Still small. 

But sparkling! 


( Igbtq ] 

+ OUTFEST 

Philadelphia is home to one of 
the moat vibrant and aocially 
visible IXrBTQ communitioi in 
the country. But forevety out- 
and-proud person, there are five 
more struggling to accept their 
identity, Philly Pride is oore 

largest natinnnl Coming Out 
Day celebration in the country. 










'4'it'Hiuvcoifj 


MI^:7U 


UMt inno -Uesma WH - NQFX SJInttHfliglD/lSfilO/lS 'HMoa U/Zl 
Ug|lt$ 10/31 'VondK UwBtain String B^and ID^ ■ Pfrtngal The Mn 111/23 
DainsS Slit» Trsooer 10/37 - Mat Kearny 10/29 • Battles 10/31 • UiKbs Onbrosus 11/1 
Vdlowcanl 11/3 * Frank Tenar UJ^ ' Soallw B Lettuce U/S ■ Noah 8 the nhtfe 11/6 ' lllfflDsa U/9 

IKE lUll • Rb B Ite TaitiwB 11/12 • none Baii^ity 11/16 -Sttee »oU U/n • Hat Rad Cacait 11/18 
Dim Oy Tinkers 11/19' Iirfacted Muslnoin 11/23 ■ Uvketa Iigira 11/29 
FtocelheVeUOHieeileylU/l'Bleastliefal 12/2* Betvieen the Burled 6 He 12/10' 9net0egsl2/U 

TlHisday. S MWithoa^ 12/30 • A Eaed Old Mew with Bead Old Ha 12/31 


ODDQ(t|^ 


.BQ 06 

©RhowbojiT 

W^TLANTICCtn * 









ROOSEVELTS 


P 


'I'lllTDC in/A^ 




^A\S 1 DE 

SAVES THE DAY 


THIJRS 10/6 
I AM THE 
AVALANCHE 
&IJiANSiT 


RSDAV OCTO 

CLOft TCHttl JXIJI 
METHOD MAN, CURRENSY. BIQ KRIT. 

SMOKE DZA. FIEND. THE PRICKS, CORNER SOY I 
EySAlMtBub^ACuuInToi ' " 


THURSDAY (O/IO 

EVeNING Of COMEDY WITH 

BRIAN POSEHNI 


m 


wr udcnt sfovj 


‘uccQcms 

oaseaaHicffi fi SEia® 


at Ihe Balcony; 

makeoutclub-ThtoffkitlitKrMnv for 
SavKTht D*y /Bayddeshftw featuring DJ Deejay 
wi tb John D and Fa in« Lust 3 1 • 


RfflT SCREAM 4 : Mo«l4 Mcndiry : 21+ 
inlitieliMiBhfeigpRMMi CLOSE AT8-C 
owl im D m Han Big Thing. SwRch Hitter, 0( 


I Homi Kills Matadors, Fast Car :21 + 





(VfliV ID flCIOBER 

STHRTine R] 7PH 


ISIIIHIinKKCeNPirfYtULT 

IVERIS inciuoi. 

FiSKSI Ruiou 
NTSKin Hin 
Ml liiStii*i 

RWCSQlSB MCI ISIHOJIII 
20lh S Walnut 
2IWS1-0404 
www.ltumBorPhillv.ooin 



www.iiUieitifpluUif.e»m 
Stk 6 ^ttUn 

THURSDAY 10.6 
MO SS NO PROBLEMS 
saMMrsLcescooL hand luxe 


FRIDAY 10.7 
HOT MESS 
DJ APT ONE 
SKINNY FRIEDMAN 


SATURDAY 10.8 
DJ DEEJAY 


SUNDAY 10.9 
SUNDAE NITE 
LEE JONES SDJ DIRTY 


MONDAY 10.10 
FLASH MOB PRESENTS: 

□IRTFARMER 
STATE CHAMPIONS 
WOVEN BONES 
ANIMAL CITY 
DJt EW/BOMBE/OEV79 
TUESDAY10.il 
CULTURE S RHYTHMS 


WEDNESDAY 10.12 
FLASH MOB PRESENTS: 


THE BLIND PETS 
DJ MARC USHER 



STEP 9: 


BUY YOUR FRIENDS 
DRINKS WHENEVER 
POSSIBLE. EXCEPT 
IN CASES WHEN 
THEY’VE CLEARLY 
HAD TOO MUCH. 



mi 


UMKHae t MLAWAIE AV 


PRIVATE PARTY! 


feOUHCE 


CLUB ANTHBAS » ' 


•••**e*+ 

•«««•» 


KARAOKE 

JIGHL 




M^KE^UT ‘ 





222 SMthStTMl. 1215) 9231 999 
www.lDverii222.{»rn 


SEEANY GAME LIVE! 

$5 KettloOnii BIcndyMoYl: 

S3 Mimisi^Si.SQ Dcmesilc RKheri 
SSfvIO Mngs S3 Boskelol Fries 


SUNDAY 
‘IN THE BIZ 
NIGHT" 
SPECIALS 

BPMISJM 

SIOSeckoKof Millet lighi 
SS Otec SeiryCostnot 
SSMDogs 
ISQcemWngs 
20%eFlyeurbil 
If youTelnlhe Industry 


TONIGHT!!! 

Wednesday 

PHILLIES VS 
CARDINALS 

Game 4 * 6pm 

Drink s|i«iels during the game! 

Now On Tap: 

Yards Cape of Good Hope 
Leinentiugel Oktoberfest 
Magic Hat Blind Faith IPA 
Sam Adams Octoberfest 


WEEKEND 
HAPPY HOURS 

1( Drinks & Drafts 
Fri 5-7pm. Sat lOpm-IZam 


Sunday 

Eagles vs Bills 
1pm 

S2 Bud Lights during the game 











TRIUMPH 

BREWING COMPANY 


Thurtill|r10/S,9;30pin 

THEYUZH, 

Filil*yia/7,lpin 
1ST FRIDAY 
SHOWCASE 

hostffd by Th* Hyp* 

Saturday ia/B, IQpm 
THERAGGAMUFFINS, 


Sunday 10/9 

SUNDAY FOOTBALL 
SPECIALS ALL DAY, 

Op«n Mie hosted by Boy Wonder 
«Bpm 

MondaylO/IO.Spn 
OPEN JAM 

hosted by Tony Cetestroph* 
THeiday10/11,7pm 
SOUL STATION 
Wsdnsaday 1 l)/ 12 , 9pni 
LP STILES EMCEE NIGHT 
zts.dzs.oass 

1 17 Chestnut St. Philedelphie, PA 






THE NEW I 
SALMON BURGER 
HAS ARRIVED! ' 


* 704 Chaatnut St. 
219.992.SS33 






H,vitNU 5 

^BEAB 


r:~‘ 1 ^ aizfcBtTM 

Ben l-.ee «cat«u 




THE POLISH 


M »P*C* *E«T 

SAXOCTISATSJOS* 


















the agenda ] 




wwwUTPHILLYctiM 


UNI^N 

TRANSFER 


I02f. SPRING GARDr.NST.2H-2.W-2ll)H 
THE 

AGGROLITES 

ROOTS OF CREATION 

tUne-YarDs 

PAT JORDACHE 
LES 0LONOETTES 

LANGHORNE 
SLIM 

DAN MANDAN 


SAT TRAGEDY 

10/15 all metal tribute 

TOTUEBEECEES 

SUN KAIJU 

10/16 big battel 


TUE 

10/18 


LITTLE 

DRAGON 

WILD FLAG 

ELEANOR 

FRIEDBERGER 


prjFACE 600 K.COM/UNIClNTRANSrER 
TWITTER COM/UNIONTRANSFER 



queeroait 


> NELLY LAUGHS 

Giggle by giggle, geys ere flitbng Bielf 
way up the Pbitty comedy ladder. And 
thia week tne/re getting apodqftM in 
Phllly Improv Theater's (PHITl first- 
ever flCentedy Festival. The weeHong 
lineup at the Shubin Theabe highlghts 
everything from gay-bnged iirpravand 
storyteling to sketcn and standup. (For more info, vtsit gcomedytestcom,) 
Outspoken Mon.. Oct 10. 3:30 p.m.. S10-SI5 > Local standup comeiSa) 

wtthculthisevervngdedKated to queer storytelling — which he dedaies can 
be'justasugroanousasarystanduporsketchacL'Askedtoshvesbnes 
inattDuch on queer identity, the SB-person lineup includes narrating [vosliie 
Oanspertormance artist Has Drew and “standup drametSan'HEriBThomas. 
who promises a juicy tale about bis misadventures ki online dating. 
PokerNtghtWed., Oct. SfO-SrS >• To showcase fMTs 

gang of gay imiYovisers.nalphAndraeeMo (pictured) organiaed Ms poker- 
nighl-Oiemed romp starring three other homoi and a bisanial lady. As tar 
ascontent.all he knows tsthat they'll be shooting the breezearoundacard 
table —but the actual topic of conversabon Is left up to the audience. “It's 
going to be very off-the-cuff," he says, ‘so I don't even know whafs going 
to happen.' Something orgy-centric, perhaps'’ 

Elio Singe) Thv.-lil.,Oct. f3-M.8:80p.m..$f0-$;5 >-Locs) actor Eric 
Singelwill perform two character pieces In the sketch pcvtkmofthe festival: 
In Jesus on DsDngpnOe/nand, he'll portray the world's most famous Jew 
pimping himself on cable for a date. And In a 1 S- minute monologue 1rom 
his tresh-trom-Fnnge comedy The WeMing Oinsultant he st^s Into the 

gets rcped mto planning nuptale tor a gay couple. 

Oosh.mxldletonSatypvee.nel} 


KaventccoMii fOSro nvnrr anv rr riw. f-ew wmgrocSHuear Mt 



ermmt-thomod block party of 
info booths, food and mcrch ven- 
dors, contesta, speeches, STD 
testing, a flea market and much 
more. Isn't it time to make more 



MONDAY 


10.10 

( theater/reading ] 

+ BRUCE GRAHAM 

While propping TTic Oulgoing 
TUe for Philadelphia Theatre 
Co.'s 2012 season, Bruce Gre- 
ham — the playwright known 
bt Early One Eueningat the 
Rainbow Bar & Grille. Afeen 


by Matt Pfeiffer and starring 
awho's-whoorPhiUylhespion 
talent fScoil Greer, Brian Mc- 
Cann. Bnan Anthony Wilson. 
Harry Philibosiani, Sorth looks 
at childhood fnends bom into 
bad city blocks as (hey sbde to- 
ward lowered expectations. This 
Stull even at its must degrad- 
ing, is comedy to Graham, the 
hard-luck life of neighboihoud 
losers whose sharp-tongued 

make (Renfiarry Gen Ross look 
cheery in comparison. 1 wrote 
this play because I liked the 
characters, knew the setting 
well.and was pissed off at the 

cially the lower' middle class — 
are treated in this eounuy," says 
Graham. 'That may not be the 


ploys but, BO Ear, It has kept me 
out of therapy. And jail.' 


scone of so many of his most 
well-regarded crimesiTheatre 
Exile. Joe Canuso's company 
produced the way-successflil, 
constantly running one-man 
show TTic PhiilyPhrt, as well as 

which starts an Off-Broadway 
run in October. This reading 
previews Graham's next prob- 
able masterwork, Aforth o/'lAe 
Boulevard, at Exile's intimato 
South Philly outpost. Diroctod 



is now accepting 
submissions for our 8th 
annual photo contest! 



SHOW US 
VOUR PUPS 

& WIN STUFF! 

for a full list of rules, 
deadlines & prize 
infomiatioii, please visit 


$4 HAPPY HOUR 


ll;S0aWiF''>-“ 


VICTOR 
. JA Mil"®** 



'^leaci 

loddingheailphilly.eom 









fDodand Jrink 


portior control 

By Ptah OaOrl« 


FIRST DRAFT 

y THE NAME "MOE'S TAVERN" probably 
ram Ms y 01 of the dingy waterng fWe wbereHcmer 
and his buddieslikebigetlGose.Unfwlunately.ttils 
moniker hasa much more negaSve connotation In 
PblladelplilaasaFIstilswnnuisancebartbatwas 
connsctedto the 20Q9 beating deatbofabaseball 
fanoutsideCIluens Bank Park. Bu Mae's shutdown 
forgood In early 2011. and Die stained -glass sign 
bearing that lll-^med name has been replaced 
with the logo of a brand-new estabiisnment. The 
interstate Draft House, whicn opened last week, is 
tneuneropposlteofwhatoncewas 

The names behind the new concept are recog- 
nlzabletoan^efamlllarwIthlhenorDi-of-Old- 
Clty restaurant scene: Bob Bl Dos. fonner owner of 
Azure (now CantnaDos Segundosj.and his son, 
Brandon. Bltroscltes the recent boom h area open- 
ings (KraftMork, Frankford Hall. Fathom, Loco Fez, 
Barcade) asa motrvabrfbrpuSIngdownrocts. “This 
partof bwn ischanging.' says Bitros. who's been h 
thelndustrykngencugnbwitnessamllafbLishess 
shifts occurln Old City and Northern Liberties. 

The Draft House seems dny on the outside, but 
opens up toasurprlslnglylarge space, includinga 
is-stodbar.anii-tabledningroomandaseclided 
back paUo. Moe'soWgame room' —and by that 
Tm talking aboutan area witha billiards table, a 
flat-top Donkey Konggame andatewvideo poker 
macnmestnat might or might not pay out deoending 
on how cool you were with the balender — is now 
a brand-newklKhen. churning out duck carnitas 
tacos, brown buoer scallops. Sabrett's hot dogs 
andcorlander-roasted salmon Former Azure chef 
Julk) Rivera, who's worked with Jose Garces and 
Gullleimo Pernot is running D« show, putt ng out 
a well-priced, sharing-friendly menu that features 
well-lovedAzuredsnesllkehlsgriliedflettps. 

The multl-ethmc food approach pairs with 
Interstate Draft House's 1 6-tap craft beer selec- 
tion, which IsBrantkmSspecialV They havealocal 
tocus.wiUi lines dedicated ID Vhfds.Weyerbacner. 
DogfBh Head and PtuladelpniafrewtngCo.. but also 
DfanchoutlntorespectedAmehcanbrewerlesllke 
Aifagash. Ommegang and Rogue (the "Interstate’' 
paitofthename). 

Interstate Draft Hbuse Is just off Ihemaindrag of 
East Girard Avenue, which Bitros believes has the 
pctential c become the next SecondSDeel. ‘I think 
we will havea great Impact' says Bitos.'AII the 
p lac es t ha t h ave opened are very po^ ve. ' 

(cdflon3tGcityp3p6ciKt) 

• HyrsaUDnllHouSI, I23SS. UlnmSt. 2B7-4SS- 
niH5.0p»nTui.-SM,4lua-2im 



DON’T GET IT TWISTED 

The Twisted Tail’s grii-d riven menu veers on 
and off course. By Adam Erace 


THETWISTEDTAIL | 509S.SetondSr..2IS-BB8-247I.lhclu/iiledlttiL 
com. Open Idotu-SoL. It a.m.-2a.m.:Sun..IUa.m.-2a.m.; kitchen o/xnlUl 
I a.m.niehUy.Appelieen,S7-SI2ientr*et, $IO-$32;deiiacrla,S7-$I I. 

I n retrospect, it's clear the bartender was just tiying to help. 
LoakingfarmissinBluncbnienuSiheshufiled and bumbled 
aboutlikeLuiob on a leisurely scavenger hunt. Behind the bar, 
at the host desk, in the kitdien, he paged through 
the Twisted Tail, the handsome new bourbon 
hall and "julm joint’ in the old Headhouse Squam 
Kildare’s, as me might a magazine in a doctor^s 
office. "Tudc are tbeyT he murmured, half to 
himself.halftouB- 
I now assume that this aloof btu’s unpreparedness and subsequent 
inattentiveneas was a careful ploy aimed to get us to leave before 
being sulqjected to some awful eats. It had to be. Surely no server at 
a restaurantofthis one's ambition and polishcouldbesomind-bog- 
glingly inept with only two customers to waiton in the middle ofa 
weekly lundi shift. 

It's hard to saywhidi was worse duringthisinitiaiviat to the 
Twisted Tail: the service orthe food. Td have to give the edge to the 
farmer, but only barely. Roasted on coals and served with sprightly 



watermelon-rind chow-chow and habadero cocktail sauce, the *T>ri- 
mal' Blue ftiint oysters were like shriveled gray prunes. The butter- 
milk-fried diicken sandwich lacked flavoi: While the "fire-roastecr 
burger, mined with poblano diilies end topped with p^^rer jadt and 
chipotle ketchup, had plenty, it was way overcooked. “Dueling ribs* 
(toufdibatbecue-glazedSt. Louis. dry Japanese-s^le boneless beeC 
slimy paculdueled only for worst in show. 

IVe got to thinkchef Michael Stevenson, a South niiJIy native 
who worked in New Vrrk and D.C. befere coming home to cotdt at the 
Moshulu. can do better. And I've grt to think owner George Reilly, 
a Brit who’s labored ISyearsbehindthebarbefoieopaungthe 
Twisted Tail, has trained hisstaff better. A follow-up visit steered by 
an affable, attentive and knowledgeable server proved at least one of 
tbe two true. The cooking, though markedly better on the whole. stQI 
srrfered from inconsistm^. 

Dinner began prumisingly. with succulent, 
smoky lamb sliders bckedwithtangy, calen- 
dar-correct cranberry aioli.Witb the briodie- 
hatted baby burgers and a slender pnt of 
Dodt Street pumpkin ale witliin arm’s reach, it was easier to drink in 
the details woven into these charcoal -gray surround ings: the oval por- 
traits of musk legends hangingon the wood-paneled walls, the luxuri- 
ous grain in the Shaker-style chairs, the checks presented in old CD 
ca8es.Upstaira. a lounge wallpapered in sheet music hosts live blues 
Bveni^tsaweek, opposite a room ftimished withashufileboard, a 
fireplace and its own Tuesday-night dart league. TheTwistedTail is an 
entire entertainment complexin one sartorially resplendent package. 

Back downstairs, my server arrived with "primal' diili. way more 
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Cedars 


MIDDLE EASTEHN & LEBANESE CUISINE SINCE I93& ' 

Cuisine . X)f>tn,7 <LiMik 

Hummus, Kibeh, Kabob, 

Grape Leaves. Falafel, and Seafood specialty 

616 S. 2“ Street 
215.925.4950 
www.cedarsrestaurant.cotn 
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HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY, < TO 6PM 
DAILY HAPPY HOUR 
$2 OFF ALL DRAFTS - $i WELL DRINKS 
AND is GLASSES OF WINE 
$2 ROTATING SELECT DOMESTIC 
BOTTLE SPECIALS 
HAPPY HOUR MENU 
NOTHING OVER Ss 

DONT FORGET ABBAYES AWESOME BRUNCH 
SAT8tSUN:roAM-JPM 
ft BLOODY MARYS AND MIMOSAS 
J2 OFF DRAFTS 

637 N. 3rd Street . PHILADELPHIA 

215 - 627-6711 


CHEERS 

SOME 

GOOD 

BEERS! 



A BREW WITH A VIEW 
8 CREATIVE PUB FARE 
ATPHILLY’S NEK/gOOST 
Overlooking 
the Avenue o1 the Arts 

1545 Locust Street 
At Broad & Locust 
215-546-4090 

perchpub.com C' & 


Eastern Mediterranean Cuisine.BYOB 


Kabobs - Fish oftheday^^^^^ 
Baba Ganousli - Falafel - Hummus 

Eat in- Take out- Delivery - Big Partits-Calering 
Major Credit Cards Accepted 

IlaUan Market 906 Christian St PhUa. PA 
Ph.215-S74-5040 Fax 215-574-5041 
www.alzaytounaphllly.com 
www.alzaytounarestaurant.biz 



► PUBUSHING ON I November 3, 201 1 

► DEADUNE I October 27 

CITY PAPER TURNS 

THE BIG 3-0! 

• 30 years of independent 
award-winning journalism 

• 30 years of headliners 

• 30 years of getting results 

for advertisers 



* Don't Get It TWisted 
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Of the three passions 
that inspired it, two are 
beautifully expressed. 

prim ally satisfying than the oysters that bore the same 
descriptor The stew respired with husky cumin and 
chili-powder-scented breaths, dark and red as the bricks 
ofthe Twisted Tail’s colonial fa^de. It was full of meat 

— smoked chicken and ground lamb and grilled duck 

— an intense umami experience both amplified and mel- 
lowed by chocolate bitters and shards of salty chocolate 
bark melting on the surface. 

'Hie Twisted Tail’s whole identify is expressed in that 
moving bowl of chili. Well- muscled, smoky and rich, it 
encapsulates Ute restaurant’s style and dedication to cook- 
ing on coal. "At some point," says Stevenson, evoiy protoin 
on the menu (and oven the tomatoes, for the cold-smokod 
tomato salad) "touches the smoker or the grill." 

The livo-coal love affair goes back to Reilly’s childhood. 
“Most of my memories as a lud in England revolve around 
the grill, ” he says. “We had a swimming pool, and my birth- 
day is in July Every year we’d have a big barbecue. I can 
remember helping my dad light the fire." 

At the Twisted Tail, Stevenson is the one to l^ht the 
Aztec grill. All-natural, hardwood-lump charcoal from 
Maine smolders and glows beneath 48 inches of scaring 
steel grates, plenty of room for a few overnight-marinated 
lamb shoulders and pork saddles. Creamy parsnip, car- 
rot and Yukon Gold gratin upstaged the tender former, 
while the latter bombed on its own. Not even the savory 
com cakes dabbed with honey butter could save the dry. 
overcooked pig. Thank the barbecue gods for the accompa- 
nying kettle-cooked black beans; IucIq' for me, they tasted 
exactly like iho chili. 

The onion tart, an English reape Stevenson and Reilly 
have been "perfecting" since the Twisted 'Dul opened, was 
a mess, litorally. It looked like it had been assembled by a 
threo-toed sloth with Parkinson’s, and featured so few slices 
ofVidalia I could count them. 'The onions that did make it 
into the flaky, curry-spiced pastry shell were as pallid and 
scrawny as Michael Cera in Juno, no caramelization what- 
soever, and the blobs of (hAvre were indistinguishable. ’The 
only highlight of this Easy-Bake reject was the tangyjica- 
ma/apple-.slaw side. I’ll take a lai^ appetizer of that, please, 
and maybe the castriron skillet of smoky creamed Silver 
Queen com huded with Asiago and curls of crunchy bacon. 

At least desserts ended things on a positive. Think clever 
red-velvet Krimpets rippled with housemade butterscotch 
icing and a carrot cako festooned with sugared carrot 
streamers. You can drink your dessert, too, choosing from 
the squad-deep bourbon and whiskey roster Reilly has 
compiled. Two fingers of Jefferson’s Reserve sounds like 
just what autumn ordered. 

Music, bourbon and the charcoal grill OfUie three pas- 
sions that inspired Che Twisted Tail, two are beautifully 
expressed. Is tite Twisted 'Tail a bar and music venue with 
food, or a restaurant with a bar and live musicTTb quote 
the illustrious Keith Sweat, make up your mind, 'cause I'm 
not gonna be here for long. 

(adanLence^itypaperiiet) 
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?din< frenzy 

By Draw Lazor 



NOW SEATING 


Crisp [ This healthfulNewYirii-basedfiilafet chain 
unveiled its hist Philly spot lost week. VludUchenik and 
Paul Feiker.financiere who cameacroati the brand while 
workingin NYC, have taken overthe apace briefly ho used 
byPalafel FacloiyforthcaU-veg concept, which of^ra a 
variety ofthemed -out fiilafel sand wicheson pita baked 
in-house (above). Options include the Mexican (with &esh 
guac.com. salsa and nscho chips) and the A&ica (peanut 
sauce, sweet potato, com, tomato, scallion, habohero 
hari asat you can also build ymir own or opt for unorthodox 
&ied.<hickpeapTeparatkxislikefalafel bur^re and piz- 
zas. 32 a 18th St. 267-324-3936, eatatcrisp.com. 

LOCK} Pez I Fishtown'sCra^ Fish Saloon is now Loco 
Pez.a Mexican-themed taproom from Joe Beckham, owner 
of Alfa, The cash-on^ join t dispenses o'ah beer (six on 
tap), tequila (25 labels (.special^ codttaiUand aMexi 
street-fcod-influenced menu (tacos, burritos, burgers, etc,). 
Keep an eye out for all the Bluster eggs — (luorescent-Bt 
hsh tank.FVinu'fy Guy pinball madiine anckofcourse. a Pez 
dispenser collection — thut ramp up the kitsch factor of 
the interior. 2-IOf£. Norn's S(.,267-886-S067, locoixtcom. 
Lucky's Last Chance | f‘rDmisinga'‘tittlespinonwhut 
Manayunk has aeai before,*Ludcy's Last Chancels anew 
Main Street bar offering a heavily crafty beer selection and 
a clever bulge r-forward menu. Mike Gartner and Chris 
Barnes are doing six beers on tap and 28 in bottles to com- 
plementdief Pat Brady’s menu, whkhfeaturos options 
like a PB&J bacrm burger and the dieese-stu&d'Mucy 
Lucy” style famous in Minneapolis. Upstairs is a dance- 
floor where the fi>cus is on electronic and house muse. 

4421 Main Sf..215-5(»-6(»S, ludiyidastduince.com. 

LITTLEVriTLES 

NewchefatZtoc(246S.llthStl — Nanina Scriber, a 
veteTanofNYC’sBonort. ►MikoStoHonwerkhassold 
Little Fish and Fathom to concentrate on Fish, whidi 
he is currently relocatingfrom 1706 Lombard to 1234 
Locust. >Blstrot La Minstto (623 S. Sixth St.) launches 
weekend lunch service this Saturday, Oct. S. It will run 
Saturdays and Sundays fmm 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

QotAT\p7 Pimntmdreaaumnl n«u:8todreu:.tazor14ritypQpcr.net 




GRACE 

tayern 

a lovlnqly restored 
nelqhboiitood tavern 

sreoi bMr.winsStspirlii 




PHIZJL^ PEN ai A 


|. COHTEMPORAftY . 
AMCRICAH FARE^ 

WITH VECrTARIAR AND VEGAN OPTIONS 

.^.-ARTISAN BEERS.t< 
HAND-PICKED WINES 
.•».BRUNCH^t< 

MARC YOUR OWN BLOOBV MARV BAR 


full menu lliSOam -2QmdoHy 




. irieaL 

ticket’s 

FROM THE V 


Eat or drink 
anything 
gooc/ this 
weekend? 

We want to hear 


citypaper.net/notes 


SPECIALIZING IN 

PARTY PLATTERS 

FULL LINE OF 
GROCERIES 

LUNCH TIME 
DELIVERY 

326 W POPLAR ST. 

(Comer o( OrianneA Popler) 

215-238-0055 


$1.00 OFF 









FANTASY 

BOUTIQUE 


$5.99 AND UR 

ADULT TOYS LINGERIE 

COUPLES WELCOME! 

Mon-Thurs 10am-11pm 
Fri & Sat 10- Midnight 
Sunday 12pm-8pm 
(484) 540-7340 
426 SO. GOV. Printz Blvd 
Tinicum, PA 



FANTASY 

ADULT 

CENTER 

OVER 4000 DVD's 
NOVELTIES 
LINGERIE 

WEST COST MOVIE BOOTHS 


COUPLES WELCOME! 

Mon-Sat 9am to Midnight 
Sunday Noon To Midnight 
(215) 781-9943 
829 New Rogers Road. 

Bristol, PA 





lulu ightball 

By Emily FlaKs 





GIANT 

SOUTH 

PIIILLY 

FLKA 

MARKIJT 


TUi Sot, Oct 8tb 
(Rain Date ■ Sunday) 
Around Jefferson Square 
Park 4th & Washin^on 
9AM til 5PM But Early 
Birds Welcome! 

M«i« Thn ) M Vt^tt AMf M4 Ul 

1 rtitll tfihltUTtiib^M^in 
M 11/01 lMi$}S.eO 

“irfMfnffyiTMlmn tlifcn-iMm 

MhM 


More life: 

21 5 -625 -FLEA (3532) 

www.PhilaFleaM0rkefs.0r9 

Uie401 Wailibgt(iiiAnMe,19l47FoiGrSDiisctMiii 
froceeds lawfif JeffvKe Squve Pvh 



BSSBQZF" 

• All types ol electrical work 

• Smal) or large jobs 

• City violations corrected 

• State and city licensed and Insured 

Call 215 869 0444 


Barry Fisher Electrician 

“LOWEST PRICES INTHECITY" 



j ; 

UilliaiiiA.Torrliia.hsqiiii'e 

CONCIERGE LEGAL SERVICES 
GENERAL PRACTnCE- ESTATE ATAX PLANNING 







[STOP®! 


BILL COLLECTORS FROM 
HARASSING YOU! 

Are Bill Collectors. 

, .csIlyounon-Mop’ 
cillingyourfri»ndiiiF4mily> 

. .eallirgyour place of wo’k’ 

CALL TODAY 21 5 - 364-4900 

^ BW Consumer La%*yer/ ^ 

Blnshtan i We/n Uw Offices 


LAW OFFICES#/ 
MINSTER & FA(X:iOLO, lAXZ 



215-627-8200 PA • 302-777-2201 DE 
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SpSrtrpGnt phiUyJcom 
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- BEER LIST HAS GROWN 

TO EPIC rnoroRTioNB 

KITCHEN HAS... AREEr 
AN EXTRA KELL 
WITH PERHArS THE 
CITT-S BEST ERITEB, 
SOME STELLAR BEER- 
BATTERER >T8H ANR 
VERT CJOOR MUBBELS'' 


GIIT C'ERTiriCATES 


WEEKDAYS S-7PM 


BRUNCH 

ALL DAY. EVERY DAY. 


W' 


FairaapSPil 

Cr<0bank 


GET $150# 
PER VISIT 1 / 

SEEKING HEALTHY. COLLEGE EDUCATED t\ 

MALES AGE IS-SS * ^ 


123Donate.com 


iDe^jirsiDeti 


GROSSMAN 
SELLS BEDDING 
FOR LESS! 


In Old Oty Philadelphia, 206 Ardi St. 
200f brands. 7 levels. 20<'/i)-60<y« Off! 

800.CR0SSMAN/ 800.476.7762 

FREE Parking. FREE DecoraiorServke. 

Mnm.&ossinBnFurriiture.cam 

Showrooms 8 CAlalog Library, Since 1929. 


Vz PRICED 
DRAFTS 


HAPPY HOUR AT THE DIVE 

FREE PIZZA! 

S2 BEER OF THE WEEK! 

S2 WELL DRINKS! 

ITS AMAZING! 
PASSYUNKAVE 
1 7th & CARPENTER) 
215-465-5505 

myspace.com/thedivebar 

VERY LOW COST 

5/6 piece dance/party band wanted 
in DEL/PHL^. No start-ups. 
Must be toother for at least 
three years. We offer advertising, 
management, accounting, market- 
ing and sales. Send bnef bio to 
muadan8gigs®aol.com 

R&B Onstage 
Industry Showcase 
10/26, 7-11pm 

Looking for Talented Acts 
Call Now; 215-222-7127 
Save The Date 10/29 Grown & 
Sexy Costume Party 
www.wilkesproductions.com 

Sexual Intelligence 

Guaranteed-quality. body-sa& 
sexuality products, lubricants, 

fetish gear; Aphrodite Gallery 

SEXPLORATORIUM 
620 South 5th Street 

SEMEN DONORS NEEDED 

Healthy, College Educated Men 
18-39 - SlSO/Sample 
WWW 123UONATE.COM 

STUDY GUITAR 
W/THE BEST 

All Styles All Uvels. 

Former Berklee faculty member. 
Masters Degree with 25 yrs. 
teaching experience. 

216.831.6640 
www.davidj oel.net 

SINGLE SPEED/ FIXED GEARS 
FROM $239!!! 

FRANKENSTIE.'I BIKE WORKS 
215.893-0415 
1529 SPRUCE STREET 
NEW STAFF LESS ATTITUDE! 


BICYCLE TUNE UPS 
$35 plus tax 
VOLPE CYCLES 

115 S. 22nd Street 
8am-9pm Mon-Fri, 
9am-6pm Sat-Sun 

siith other offers. 

Visit www.volpecvcies.com 
for details. 


VERT GOOD 


ATE 


BRUNCH 

EVERY SUNDAY 


0PM 


PROHIBITION 


STILETTO 


Executives, Etc. 
kta.K.KAgK SenAnss, Etc. 


Building Blocks to Total Rtness 

12 Years of experience. Offiring 
personal htness trainii^ nutrition 
counseling, and flexibility training. 
Specialize in osteoporosis, injuries. 

special needs. In home or at 
12th Street Gym. Infokol&aol.com 

DANCERS WANTED 


IBUY RECORDS, CD'S, DVD’S 

TOP PRICES PAID. 

No collection too smaU or large! 
We bi^ everythizw! 

Call Jon at 215^5-8001 or 
e-mail diiig>15@iotraail.com 

THE EL BAR 

Happy Hour 
Mondays-frid^s 5-7pm 
$2.50 Kenzinger Pints & More! 
215-634-6430 

www.my5pace.comAhe_el_bar 


Han^mi 


RECLAIMED TIMBER BENCHES 
ON STEEL LEGS 

igned by local arehitect. 
m made with an elegant 
emphasis on detail to 
connections & materiality. 
Greet for dining rooms, kilchens, 
the loot of the or your garden. 

For inquires & Uterature, 
call 216.923.1118 


FREE DRINKING 
SMARTPHONE APP!!! 

City Paper is very pleased to bring 
you our very first smartphone appi 
Jastgotowwwnltypaper.mt and 
cick our martini glass icon 
to find out more, or type in 
'Happy Hours in the app store, 
android marketplace, or 
blackberry app world. Click the 
orange martini icon and get 
drinking. No matter where you go 
or when you go, you can find the 
nearest nappy hours Co you with 
a single click! You can even sort 
through bars by preference 
or neighborhood. 


SILK CITY 

DINER 'GARDEN •LOUNGE 


FRIDAYIO.? 

HOT MESS 

DJ APT ONE • SKINNY FRIEDMAN 

SATURDAY 10.8 

DJ DEEJAY 

ANYTHING U CAN SHAKE YRHIPS2 

SUNDAY 10.9 

SUNDAE PM 

LEE JONES • DJ DIRTY 









